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the correction from the same paper of the next 
day, and I ask no more. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

« 4 Correction.—We are sorry that in the very full and 
generally accurate report of Mr. Burlingame’s speech, 
nublished in our issue of yesterday, that 4 mistake so gross 
ns that contained in the following sentence should have 
ecurred : ’ 
eee When your Percy Walkers, like mean hounds and 
dogs, desert you after all you have done for them.’ It 
should have read; ‘ When your Percy Walkers treat you | 
as if you were mean hounds and dogs, by deserting you 
after all you have done for them.’ 

“This correction is due to the speaker, Mr. Burlin- 
game, who, throughout his entire speech, did not once in- 
duige in personalities of any kind. The correction puts a | 
very different construction upon the sentence from which 
it was fairly liable to in the erroneous reading.”’ 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, 


{ would inquire whether it is in order to move 
that the House proceed to the business on the 
Speaker’s table, in order that we may take up the 
Senate resolution for the suspension of the 21st 

oint rule ? 


The SPEAKER. It is in order. 


Mr. DAVIS. I submit that motion. 

Mr. EDIE. Does it require unanimous con- 
sent to entertain the motion? 

The SPEAKER. It does not. 

Mr. ORR. Is the motion in order? # 

The SPEAKER. It is in order under the 
rules. 

Mr. ORR. Before the calls on committees for 
reports? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order after com- | 
mittees shall have been called, or one hour shall | 
have been consumed in the call of committees for | 
reports. There has been no call upon committees, | 
and no business has been referred to them except | 
the Army appropriation bill, which has been 
considered and passed. The next question in 
order is to go to business on the Speaker’s table. 
The Chair is of the opinion that the motion to go 
to the business upon the Speaker’s table is in 
order, inasmuch as there is no preceding busi- 
ness. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would like 
the gentleman from Maryland to indicate what is 
his object in moving to go to the business on the 
Speaker’s table? I shall oppose all other busi- 
ness than that which has again called us to- 
gether. 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to take up the resolu- 
tion from the Senate for the purpose of consider- 
ing it at thistime. The resolution is to suspend 
the 21st rule for the present. The resolution as it 
came from the Senate limits the suspension to 
the Army appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
95th and 27th rules, inasmuch as the Chair has | 
erroneously stated them. | 





The Clerk read, as follows: 


‘25. Reports from committees having been presented and 
disposed of, the Speaker shall call for resolutions from the 
members of each State and Delegates from each Territory, 
beginning with Maine and the Territory of Wisconsin al- 
ternately ; they shall not be debated on the very day of 
their being presented, noron any day assigned by the House 
for the receipt of resolutions, unless where the House shall 
direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table to be taken up 
in the order in which they were presented ; and if on any 
day the whole of the States and Territories shall not be 
called, the Speaker shall begin on ithe next day where he 
lett off the previous day; provided that no member shall 
offer more than one resolution, or one series of resolutions, 
all relating to the same subject, until all the States and 
Territories shall have been called.” 

“27. After one hour shall have been devoted to reports 
from committees and resolutions, it shall be in order, pend- 
ing the consideration or discussion thereof, to entertain a 
motion that the House do naw proceed ty dispose of the 
ya on the Sgeaver's table, and to the orders of the 

ay.’? ne 
The SPEAKER. Ona reéxamination of the 
question the Chair is of opinion that the motion 
to go to the business on the Speaker’s table is 
not now in order unless by general consent. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I object, and call for 
the regular order of business. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 





ness is the call on standing committees for reports 
of a private nature. 


2 


LL 
——— 


Mr. ORR* With a view to carry out the ren- 
eral understanding that there shall be no other 
business done than that which has just been con- 
sidered, I move that the House take a recess for 
one hour. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That is too long; move 
for a recess for half an hour. 

Mr. ORR. I will modify my motion to that 
extent. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Fifteen min- 
utes is sufficient. 

Mr. SAGE. I object to any recess. 

The SPEAKER. Reports of private bills are 
in order this day, from select committees of the 
House. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I desire to re- 
port several bills from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, for the purpose of reference. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to receive re- 
ports only upon such matters as have been re- 
ferred to committees during the present session. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now ad- 
journ; and I call the yeas and nays upon titat 
motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was put; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 9, nays 169; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Billinghurst, Brooks, Lake, Mace, Mat- | 
teson, Mott, Quitraan, Thorington, and Waldron—9. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Bar- 
bour, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Broom, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp- 
bell, Caskie, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, | 
Cumback, Damrell, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Timo- 
thy Davis, Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dowdell, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, | 
Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, 
Grow, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Har 
ris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, Thomas R. | 
Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George W. 


Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, Kidwell, King, || 


Knapp, Knight, Kaowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, 


Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Me- || 


Carty, McMullin, McQueen, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, 


ton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, Peck, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, Robison, Ruffin, Rust, Sage, San- 
didge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Seward, Simmons, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Spinner, | 
Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, | 
Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, Underwood, | 
Vail, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, Warner, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, [srael 


Washburn, Welch, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Wood, || 


Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, | 
and Zollicoffer—169. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by || this proceeding. 


Assury Dickins, their Secretary, informing the || 


House that the Senate insisted upon their amend- | 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 578) making appro- 
priauons for the support of the Army, for the 


a ending the 30th of June, 1857, disagreed to | 


y the House of Representatives. 

Also, that the Senate had passed a bill, entitled 
** An act to supply an omission in the enrollment 
of a certain act.”’ 

ARMY BILL—AGAIN. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to take from the 
Speaker’s table the Army appropriation bill, with 
the message from the Senate just received. 

No objection being made, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill | 


(H. R. No. 578) making appropriations for the 
suppurt of the Army for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1857, with tie message. af the Senate 
informing the House that that body insisted upon 
its amendments to said bill, disagreed to by the 
House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the House 
insist upon its disagreement to the armendment 
of the Senate, and ask for a committee of confer- 


striking out that part of it which asks for a com- 
mittee of conference. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I ask the gentleman 
from Ohio to allow me to make a motion to recede, 
and to have a test vote taken upon that question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will not yield my point 
at this stage of the game. [Several voices: ** No 
game !’’] We will make an effort to pass this 
motion; and if we do not, the time will soon come 

when the gentleman can submit that motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS. If we vote down the pend- 
ing motion, will it not then be in order to move 
to recede? 

The SPEAKER. It undoubtedly would be 
in order, if the previous question had not been 
demanded. 

Mr. GROW. If we vote down this motion, 
will not a motion to adhere be in order, and take 
precedence of a motion to recede? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to recede will 
take precedence. 

Mr. COBB. I demand the yeas and nays upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Ohio. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair, if there were now two motions before the 
House, one to insist upon the disagreement of the 
House, and the other to recede from the disagree- 
ment, would not the motion to recede be first put 
to the House ? 

TheSPEAKER. The motion to recede would 
be first submitted to the House. 

Mr. MILLSON. Then | submit a question 

| of order—a new one under our practice, but one 

which it strikes me should, from the reason of 
| the case, be the rule of proceeding. It is, that, 
as a motion to recede is not an amendment to the 


|| motion to insist, but an independent motion, the 


ordering the main question upon the motion to 
insist will notand cannot preclude the independent 
motion to recede, any more than a motion to re- 


: | cede would preclude a motion to adjourn, 
Millson, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Nor- || 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that, the previous question having been ordered, 
;}a motion to recede cannot be submitted to the 
House. The question of order raised by the 
| gentleman from Virginia is akin to those nolising 
| to the order in which certain questions are sub- 


|| mitted; as, for instance, a motion to lay upon 


| the table, to commit, to amend, and other ques- 

tions, which the rules require shall be put ina 
certain order; but if the previous question is 
called, no motion, that was not pending at the 
| time it was ordered, can be submitted. The 
| Chair thinks the same practice should govern in 


The question was taken on Mr. CamPsecy’s 
| motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
94, nays 97; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Cumback, Dainrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Ed:e. Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, 
| Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matte 
son, MeCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
| Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scot, Sherman, 
| Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring 

ton, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman. Wal- 

bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eljihu B. 
| Washburne, [srae] Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, 
| and Woodworth—4. 
| NAYS— Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hend- 

ley S&S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, 


| Bayard Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry 
| Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eliiott, 
Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. 
D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
| Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoifman, Houston, 





ence; and upon that motion | move the previous 
question. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
gentleman from Ohio to modify his motion, by 


meee “ 


| Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kid- 
well, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Luinpkin, Mace, Alexander 
| K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshal, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, 


Sek eeitin eee 


Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, , 


eo ert n 
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Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Sata, 
Bneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, rrippe, 
Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Wheeler, Whit 
ney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollivoffer—97. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
the House adhere to its disagreement. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
recede from its disagreement to the Senate amend- 
ment, and move the previous question. Let us 
have a test vote. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for the 
yeas and nays on the motion to recede, 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main gue stion ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
{Mr. Wasnpurn]| moves to adhere to the dis- 
agreement of the House to the Senate’s amend- 
ment. Pending that question, the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Cops] moves to recede from 
that disagreement. 
motion to recede. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negutive—yeas 94, nays 96; as follows: 

Y FAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale} Bell, Hendley 
P} S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, 
Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, 


Jonevr, J. 

















Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stew- 

















Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 
B. Wright, Jofin V. Wright, an4 Zollico®er—94, 




















Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 








Chatiee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damre}l, Timothy Da- 
vis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, 
Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, 
Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Waibridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Elliku B. Washburne, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodwarth—v6. 

























































































agreement to the Senate’s amendment. 

The question recurred on Mr. Wasupunn’s 
motion to adhere; on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered, 


Mr. H. MARSHALL, (at twenty minutes past 




















now adjourn. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. ORR, What will be the effect if the House 
vote to adhere? [Calls to order. ] 
The SPEAKER. It is not proper for the 
Chair to answer the question, bebate is not in 
order; and no inquiry in the nature of debate is 
f in order, 
, ‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
‘ the ailirmative—yeas 97, nays 93; as follows: 
























































| Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
! Bliss, Bocock, Bradshaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
' Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Coliax. Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, ‘Tim- 





























j othy Davis, Dean, De Witt, ick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, 
if Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 
i Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, 
Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
is Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, 

Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 


































































i Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, 
$); Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Ht ‘Thorington, ‘Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, 
ah \Valbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. 
hits Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, 0 Joodruff, 





und Woodwerth—97. 

NAYS—Messrs, Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Byoom, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R, W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, 
Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver; Dowdell, 
Edmundson, Etliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, 














TRA REEDS: ea 
ale ee 





ween ae " 
TA dase pista henmlade aad me rte 
—— ao 


The first question is on the | ; 
|| have voted ** no.’ 


art, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vaik, Walker, | 


NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, | 


Bliss, Bradshaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, | 


Israel Washburn, Welch, | 


° > ! 
So the House refused to recede from its dis- 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, | 


| Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 3. 


I move that | 


I move that the House 


| 


Evans, Fautkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, | 
J. Morrigon Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, | 
Haven, Hickinan, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. || 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, || 
bindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey | 
Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, Mc- | 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, || 
Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruttin, Rust, | 


| 


THE CONGRESSION 


Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward,_|| Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy | 
; : \V | Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, 


| should have voted ‘‘a 





two o’clock, p.m.) I move that the House do || 














| 


Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Milter, 
Millson, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quit- | 
man, Rieaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Sew 
ard, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Willian R. 
Smith, Sneed, Steptiens, Stewart, Swope, Taibou, Taylor, 


Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Warner, Wheeler, Whit 


ney, Williaras, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, @obn V.Wright, | 


and Zollicoffer—93. 


So the House agreed to adhere to its disagree- 


ment to the Senate’s amendment. 


| 
Pending the call of the roll, | 


Mr. BOCOCK said: As I notice that the vote 
is thin, | change my vote for the purpose of 
moving a reconsideration. I vote ‘‘ay.’’ 


Mr. WALKER asked leave to vote, he not 


having been in the Hall when his name was | 


called. 


Mr. MATTESON. I object. 
Mr. WALKER. I was kept away by sick- | 


ness, I hope I shall be allowed to vote. 
The objection was persisted in. 
Mr. WALKER. 


, 


I wish tostate 


Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts. 


to the House—as all my friends know—that I |) 
| am exceedingly ill, and am not able to attend the 
| House constantly. 


I have to occup 
bent position almost all the ume. 


a recum- 
was here 


when the roll was begun to be called; but it be- || 
| came absolutely necessary for me to leave the | 


House. 

Mr. WALKER. 
tion. 

Mr. MATTESON. I object to both. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I ask that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts and the gentleman from 
Alabama be both allowed to vote. 

Mr. MATTESON. I object. 

Mr. HALL. If I had been in the House I 


9 


I was just in the same posi- 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the House agreed to 
adhere to its disagreement; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. McQUEEN. On the latter motion I call 


| for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr MILLSON. Will it be in order now to 
make an inquiry of the Chair, and to have the 
Chair state to the House what will be the effect 
on the bill in the event of the success of the mo- 
tion to lay the motion to reconsider on the table? 

Mr. GROW. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chaircan only say that 
when the House shall have disposed of the ques- 
tion, a message will be sent to the Senate inform- 
ing them of that fact. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to be informed 
whether, if the House adhere, the result will be 


| the killing of the bill? 





The SPEAKER, It is not in order for the 
Chair to decide the question, as it is in the nature 
of debate; and debate is precluded. 

Mr. BOCOCK, I rise toa question which appears 
to me to be a privileged one. 1 changed my vote— 
as the gentlemen of the House will recollect— 
with the remark that I did so for the purpose of 
moving a reconsideration of the vote. Iwas not 
so lucky as to get the floor to make that motion, 
and itappears on the Journal that I did not make 
it—so that my vote stands recorded in the affirm- 
ative without explanation. | rise toask the priv- 
ilege of the House to have recorded on the deat 
nal the remark which I made on changing my 
vote. 2 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
.ginia may ask to have his vote changed, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to say 
that the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Wasusvrn} 
having made the motion to adhere, it was in ac- 
cordance with the established usage and courtesy 
of the House to recognize him for a motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr.BOCOCK. Does the gentleman from Ohio 
object to my changing my vote, or to my request 
to have the motive recorded? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object to the vote being 
changed. The gentleman stands now right before 
his constituents, and the precedent would be per- 
nicious. Therefore, I object. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I merely ask to have my ex- 
planation recorded on the Journal. 


If | had been in I should | 





| ‘The SPEAKER. To that request the Cha; 
' understands there is no objection: e Chair 


|| ‘The question was taken on Mr. Wasupury’s 


motion; and it was decided in the affirmatiye— 
yeas 97, nays 96; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Honry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbe 
Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covoite’ 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Piav’ 
ler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Har- 
lan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughstoy 

| Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunker 
Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward’ 
| Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringje 
Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scoy,’ 
Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan? 
Thorington, ‘Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman’ 
|| Walbridge., Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eling 
1) B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
i] ruff, and Woodworth—97. 
|| NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendle 
| 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broon 
| Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Clingmay 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige’ 
| Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denyor 
| Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliot, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans’ 
| Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J Mor. 
rison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven 
Hickman, Hotfinan, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones. 
J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
| Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Hamphrey Marshail, 
| Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, P well, 
Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savaw, 
Seward, Shorter. Samuel A. Smith, *Villiam Smith, Wi 
liam R. Smith, Sneed. Stephens. Stewart, Swope, Talbott, 
| Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Danie] B. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicotfer—96, 

So #he motion to reconsider was laid on the 

table. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 
| lution: 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Represenia- 
tives be directed, at four o’clock, p. m., to declare their 

| respective Houses adjourned sine die. 
Mr. MILLSON. I object. I will never agree 
| toadjourn this session of Congress until the Army 
appropriation bill is passed. 

he SPEAKER. The resolution can be re- 
ceived only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the Speaker 
direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to compel the attend- 
ance of absentees. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order 
| in the form in which it is presented. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Thenl movea call of the 
House. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to take 
from the Speaker’s table, a bill (S. No. 463) to 
correctan error that occurred in the engrossment 
| of an act. 

Mr. ORR. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The motion ¢annot be re- 
ceived, unless by general consent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not know 
what the bill is, but I suppose it is the first bill 
in order, after the other one is taken from the 
Speaker’s table. 

The title of the bill was reported as follows: 

An act to supply an omission in the enrollment 
of a certain act. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to proceed to the 
business on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 

Mr. ORR. I object to the consideration of that 
bill. Lobject to any other business but the Army 
bill being done. That was the understanding. 

Mr. MILLSON, I rise to a.privileged ques- 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which 
the House refused to insist on its disagreement 
to the Senate amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 
that the motion to reconsider is not in order. If 
the House propose to retrace its steps, it must do 
so regularly, and in progression. 

Mr. MILLSON. Iam not embarrassed now 
by the operations of the previous question or by 
a motion to lay on the table, and therefore there 
can be no reason founded on the rules of the 
House why the Speaker should not inform the 
House of the effect of the motion which may be 
made. 1 confess that one of the objects which I 
have now in rising, is to invoke the opinion of 
the Chair as to the effeet of a motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the House refused to in- 
sist On their disagreement. 
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‘ The SPEAKER. The Chair must state to the | 


ntieman that a question of order is the onl 
juestion the Chair is authorized to decide. 
qut ’ 


mouou 


THE 


j 
i 
| 
| 


to reconsider the vote whereby the House 


efysed to insist on its disagreement is not in | 
refus 


inasmuch as this vote was taken under the 


rder, 


-4j| for the previous question; and as the House | 


ha 
onal be necessary first for the House to recon- 


sider its vote adhering, and that question has 
been disposed of. 


Mr. MILLSON. That is what I want to put 


. since voted to adhere to its disagreement, it | 


to the Chair, whether the House is precluded from | 


reconsidering the vote refusing to insist? 
The SPEAKER, The Chair is of that opin- 
i 


“> WHEELER. I move that when the |! 


House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday 


ext. 
7 Mr. DAVIDSON. lIask the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw that motion. 

Mr. WHEELER withdrew the motion. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. If there be no objection I 
will very briefly explain the cause of the bill from 
the Senate which is upon the Speaker’s table. 
The bill making appropriations for certain civil 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1857, passed this House at the 


last session and wentto the Senate, where a large | 
number of amendments were attached toit. When | 


the bill was returned to this House, the House 
disagreed to the amendments of the Senate. A 


committee of conference was appointed; that com- | 


mittee made areport, which was adopted, and the 
bill was then passed. During the last hours of 


the session neither the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills nor the clerks had time fully to examine the | 


matter; in the hurry and confusion of business, 
two of the amendments of the Senate—one for 
the marine hospital at Cincinnati, and the other 


making aa appropriation for the improvement of | 


t 


of the billas engrossed and presented to the Pres- 
ident. The bill from the Senate corrects this 
mistake. And now, sir, | appeal to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, a my friends on this 
side of the House to withhold objection. Let us 
ways do that which is justand right. 1 ask to 
take up the Senate bill and put it on its passage. 

Mr. ORR. I interposed.objection because on 
yesterday | expressed the desire that the House 
would take up no other business than the Army 
ppropriauion bill, Ll supposed then that that 
bill would be finished yesterday, or at furthest 
to-day, but at present the indication is that it will 
uot be fimshed for many days. 


ig to-morrow with general legislation. 
not now, however, waive my objection to the con- 
siderauon of any other busines than the Army 
ippropriation bill, if my single objection will 
prevent such consideration. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that when 
llouse adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next. 

Mr. WH. MARSHALL. 
do now adjourn, 

The SPEAKER. 


man from New York has precedence, because it 


I move that the House 


I have no doubt || 
ihe Llouse will be under the necessity of proceed- | 


I will | 


the | 


the battery, &c., at San Francisco—were left out | 


Packer, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, | 


Porter, Powell, Pringle, Purviance, Quitman, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, Robison, Ruffin, Rust, Sage, San- 
didge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Seward, Shorter, Simmons, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Seward, Stranahan, ‘Talbott, 
Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Trippe, Valk, Wade, 


| 
j 
i 
i 


Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, Warner, Ellihu B. Wash- \} 


burne, Welch, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, ahd John V. Wright—162. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ORR demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 33, nays 108; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Billingburst, | 


Clingman, Comims, Davidson, Dean, Denver, Grow, Har- 
tan, Sampson W. Harris, Houston, Kidwell, Lake, Mace, 
Humphrey Marshall, MeMullin, Smith Miller, Mott, Orr, 
Phelps, Pike, Powell, Ritchie, Sapp, Savage, 


William | 


Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stephens, Tappan, Vail, Waldron, | 


and Walker—33. 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Bar- | 


bour, Barclay, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, Bing- 
ham. Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Cad 
walader, James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis 
Db. Campbell, Caskie, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cox, Cragin, 
Craige, Crawtord, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Dick, Dodd, Dowdell, Elliott, Emrie, Flag- 


ler, Florence, Goode, Granger, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison | 
Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffinan, Holloway, Thomas R. 


Horton, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 


Glancy Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Kmght, Knowlton, | 


\ 


Norton, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Peck, Pelton, | 


Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Matteson, McCartv, Me- 
Queen, Killian Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, 


Pettit, Pringle, Purvianee, Roberts, Ruffin, Scott, Seward, 


| Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, 


Talbott, Taylor, Todd, Trippe, Vaik, Wade, Wakeman, 


| Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Welch, Williams, 


Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—108. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I rise 


|for the purpose’ of submitting a proposition to 


the House. It is done without consultation with 
anybody. [ move that we proceed to the consid- 
eration of the business on the Speaker’s table, in 
order to take up and pass the joint resolution from 
the Senate for the partial suspension of the 2lst 
rule. When that resolution is adopted we will 


| have the Army appropriation bill before us in the | 


The motion of the gentle- || 


fixes the day to which the House shall adjourn. | 


Mr. LETCHER. And on that motion I call 
for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken on Mr. WHEELER’s | 


mouon; and it was decided in the negative— yeas 
8, nays 162; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Denver, Eustis, Orr, Phelps, Thoring- 
ton, Vail, Wheeler, and Daniel B. Wright—8. 

NAYS— Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Bar- 
bour, Barclay, Bell, Henry Bennett, Hendiey S. Bennett, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, 


Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Bur- | 


nett, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Join P. Campbell, 
Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawsou, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, “ illiamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cox, Cragin, Craige, Cawford, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Durfee, Edie, 
Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, Etheridge, Faulkner, Flagler, 
Fiorenee, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. Har- 
ns, Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas R. 
Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, King, Knapp, 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, McMullin, 
McQueen, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mout, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 


| motion is out of order. 


’ Mr. SAGE. 


exact condition in which it was when on Monday 
last the Speaker’s hammer fell, and the House 
was adjourned without day. Two votes will 
then show whether the bill is to pass, or be again 


| buried. 


Mr. MORGAN. I object to the motion. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the House take 
a recess until seven o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. IL object. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. MATTESON. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. QUITMAN. 1 withdraw the motion to 
adjourn. 


I demand the yeas and 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i} son, Bingham, Bishop, 


ik. 


Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 34, nays 109; as follows: 

Y EAS—Mesars. Barksdale, Billinglurst, Bocock, Boyee, 
Bradshaw, Cadwalader, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Comins, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Elliott, Goode, Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Houston, George W. Jones, Lake, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Smith Miller, Mow, Phelps, Pow 
ell, Ritchie, Rivers, Rust, Savage, William Smith, Sneed, 
Spinner, Thorington, Walker, Elihu B. Washburne, and 
John V. Wright—M. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Albright, Allison, Bar- 
bour, Barclay, Henry Bennet, Hendley 8. Bennett, Ben- 
Sliss, Broom, Burnett, 
James H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Camp 
bell, Caskie, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Covode, Cox, Cra- 


Brooks, 


| gin, Craige, Crawtord, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, 


| Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 


The SPEAKER. The House having ex- | 


pended one hour in the call of committees for 


| reports, a motion to proceed to business upon the 


Speaker’s table is in order. 

Mr. COBB. Then | make that motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think it is very apparent 
to the House that we can do nothing to-night, 
and therefore [ move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. What has become of my 
motion to take a recess? 

The SPEAKER. It was objected to. 

Mr. SAGE. I renew the proposition of the 


| gentleman from Virginia, to take a recess until 


seven o’clock. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 


I object to it. 
The SPEAKER. 


As objection is made, the 
The pending motion is, 


I withdraw the motion to 


that the House proceed to the business upon the | 


Speaker’s table. 

Mr. ORR. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Ir. SAGE. I demand the yeas and nays upon 

that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ORR. I withdraw the motion, 
I renew the motion to adjourn. 


| 
| 
' 


Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Ed 
mundson, Emrie, Etheridge, Flagler, Florence, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, J. Gianey Jones, 
Kelly, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, Leteher, Lumpkin, Matteson, McCarty, McQueen, 
Millson, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Norton, Parker, Pen- 
nington, Pettit, Pringle, Purviance, Ricaud, Roberts, Ruffin, 
Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Shorter, Simmons, Stanton, 
Stewart, Stranahan, Talbott, Tappan, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Trippe, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Israel Washburn, 
Wheeler, Winslow, Wood, Woodrutl, Woodworth, and 
Zotlicoffer—.09. 


So the House refused to adjourn, 

Mr. PHELPS. I discover that a great many 
gentlemen are now absent who have voted against 
an adjournment, and in order to compel their 
attendance I move that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon that motion. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet on 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. ORR. Lhope the gentleman from Illinois 
will withdraw that motion until we can take some 
steps by which the absentees can be brought in. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I withdraw the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I was opposed to an 
adjournment of the House, untl I saw that it 
was utterly impossible to wind up this session-:of 
Congress to-day. Watha full conviction that we 


cannot do so, | move that the House do now 
adjourn. 


The motion was not agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. With the permission of the 
House, the Chair would suggest that the officers 


| of the House, from incessant labor, are unable to 


continue the call of the roll; and he would ask, 
if there be no objection, that business be sus- 
pended for half an hour. 

No objection being made, the House took a 
recess for half an hour. 

At the expiration of the recess, on motion of 


| Mr. Haven, (at four o’clock and forty-five min- 


utes,) the House adjourned until to-morrow at 
twelve o'clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, August 23, 1856. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate a communication from the President of 
the United States, transmitting a letter from the 


| Secretary of War, in relation to the balances ré- 


| I hope it will be the last. My attention 
_ called yesterday to a paper—the L 


| 


| TrRumBuLt. } 


maining in the Treasury from the last appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army; which, on 
motion of Mr. Whsrka, was ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the indul- 
gence of the Senate for a few moments, Mr. Pres- 
ident, to a question of privilege, It is the first 
time I have ever found it necessary to do so, and 
was 
edger—printed 
at Philadelphia, purporting to contain a speech 
of the honorable Senator from Llinois, [Mr. 
In the speech as reported, I find 
terms applied to me which are discourteous, un- 
kind, and personally offensive. When I saw the 


| report of the speech, I confess that | wa greatly 


astonished in the first place. On reflection, | came 
to the conclusion that it was impossible it could 
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be a correct report of the speech of the gentleman 
from Ulinois. I determined, however, to avail 
myself of the first opportunity | should have of 
conferring with him about it. When I met him 


in h 
him what I had seen. 
out any hesitation and with great courtesy and 
kindness, said he had been misquoted, for he had 
employed no such language in segard tome. I, 
of course, was satisfied and gratified at that state- 
ment; because my personal relations with that 
gentleman, so far as I know, have been kindly 
and courteous. It is, however, due to myself, 
and due to the honorable Senator, inasmuch as 


« seat yesterday morning, I mentioned to | 
f He very promptly, with- | 


I remain in public life only because I suppose I 


this publication has gone to the world, that the | 


correction should go with it. I will read the 


paragraph in order that the Senator may have an | 


opportunity of putting himself right, and doing 
me justice; 


‘* Mr. T. then took from his pocket a copy of the Pennsyl- | 
vanian, and read the call for the mass meeting of the Demo- | 


erats, announced for this evening, and, in reading over the 
naines of the speakers appended to it, said, the first is Sena- 
tor Toomss, of Georgia--a Whig all his life, and lias always 
been one of the most bitter opponents of Democratic 
measures. The second, Senator Bensamin, of Louisiana, 
always a Whig, and the man who says that, in supporting 
Mr. Buchanan, he does not change his party faith a parti- 
cle. The next is James C. Jones, the opponent of Polk, 
a man that has never told a political truth in his life. Then 
come Crinaman and A. H. Sreruens, who never knew 
anything else but Whiggery. 
the local speakers of Pennsylvania, who had been invited 
to enlighten the Democrats of Philadelphia on Democracy, 
were ail well known to the rabid Whigs. This he regarded 


as acapital joke, and as those invited to address the De- | 


moeracy of this State were southern Whigs, it came of bad 
grace from Democrats to call Republicans the sectional 
party.”’ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
seen the report to which attention has been 
called, when the Senator from Tennessee spoke 
to me respecting it, nor have I read it now. The 
Senator from ‘Tennessee informed me that it 


He said all the speakers but | 





Mr. President, I had not 


represented that I had said of him that he never | 
uttered a political truth in his life. I said no such | 


a thing. 


eye at it,is necessarily an imperfect one. It is 


The report, | see now by glancing my | 


all within less than a column, | believe consider- | 


ably less than a column, and yet it purports to 
give a statement of what was said. [ used no 
lancuage of that kind at all in reference to the 
Senator from Tennessee. 

It is true that | spoke of the Senator from 
Tennessee, and of the Senator from Louisiana, 


{Mr. Beysamin,] whose name I mentioned also | 


on a former occasion in New York. My object 
in doing so was to show that persons heretofore 
distinguished in the Whig party were now acting 
with the Democratic party. 
view, and none other; and I most cheerfully say 
that 1 made no reflection whatever in either speech 
upon the honor or integrity of either of those 
gentlemen. Icould have no motive for doing so, 


I used it in that | 


and it would be the furthest from my inclination | 


to say anything which could be personally offen- 
sive, entertaining, as I do, the kindest feelings 
and the highest respect for them. 


NEW ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 


the message from the House of Representatives, 
announcing that they had adhered to their disa- 
greement to the amendment of the Senate to the 
bill (H. R. No, 587) making appropriations for 
the support of the Army for the year ending 
June 30, 1857, the pending question being on Mr. 
Hunrer’s motion thatthe Senate adhere to their 
amendment. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I owe it to 
the Senate, and to myself, to state that I, yester- 
day, was absent from the sitting of the body on 
account of severe sickness, It was impossible 
for me to be here; but thére never was a day in 
the whole course of my senatorial life upon which 
1 was more anxious to be present. The state of 
my health does not justify my attendance to-day; 
but [ have resolved to remain here as long as 
possible for the purpose of doing what I can to 
restore peace to the country, and to reconcile the 
differences of a disastrous character that are now 
pending between the two Houses of Congress. 

Mr. President, [ am an old man, and have 
spent a very great portion of my life in the public 
councila, T am at this time a member of no 
politicaparty whatever. lam the advocate of 
no man’s pretensions for the Presidency, in oppo- 
sition to another. I am bound by no party ties. 


i 





| object to any action at this time on the bill which 


may possibly be of some service to the country; | 
and I seek here no other object but what I believe | 
to be the good of the country. Having had some | 
experience in the public councils at former periods, 

when there was much division and distraction | 
among public men, and great apprehension among | 
the patriots of the country for the success of our | 
Union, | have come to the conclusion not to 
remain a quiet and inactive spectator of the scene 


before me, but to stand up here and to say what || 


I think will be best for the Senate to adopt in the 


to give the best advice I am capable of giving; | 
and having discharged my own duty, with a due 
sense of my responsibility toGod and the country, 
I shall then bow in deference to the decision of 
the Senate. 

Sir, the state of the question as presented at 
this time, is this: The House of Representatives, | 
as 1 humbly think, very rashly, has decided to | 
adhere to an amendment which is offensive to the 
Senate, and which the Senate have repeatedly 
rejected. In this situation of things, a man who 
is accustomed to examine the treatises which have 
been published in England and in the United | 
States on parliamentary law, will hardly doubt | 
that the Senate, if it shall now take any further 
vote on the bill before us, is driven toadirect decis- 
ion either to recede from or to adhere to its former 
vote of disagreement with the House proviso. | 
Therefore it is that I say I deeply deplore that | 
the Hfouse has resolved to adhere. We have no 
alternative if we proceed to vote at all on this bill. 
I do not understand it to be aparliamentary move | 
on the board now, for us to ** insist,’’ or ** further 
to insist.’” The sole question now, if we go to 
a vote, is: shall we adhere or recede? Under 
these circumstances, what should the Senate do? 
] suppose there is no thought of receding; I will 
not discuss that question. I know the majority 
have, in caucus, resolved not to recede. That 
may be looked upon as settled. If the question | 
were not, as | understand, already decided among 
gentlemen here that they will adhere, | would 





presents this difficulty, believing that it would be 
more proper to leave the bill just in the state 
where it 1s, and to resort to another movement | 
of a different character altogether, and that is to 
adopt a resolution offering a committee of seven 
members, say, on the part of the Senate, to meet 
and confer with a committee of eleven members 
on the part of the House of Representatives, to 
take into consideration this extraordinary state 
of things between the two bodies. In order that 
my views may be understood, I beg leave to send 
to the Clerk’s desk, and ask to have read a reso- 
Jution which, at a proper time, I mean to offer— | 
not now, because I understand it has been re- 
solved, in a meeting this morning which I did 
not attend, to adhere: but I repeat, I could much | 
have wished that the vote should not be adopted | 
before the resolutionis acted upon. I ask for its 
reading. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no | 
objection the resolution will be read. 

Mr. HUNTER. For information. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That a committee be appointed on the part of the Senate, to 
consist of seven members, to confer with a committee on 
the part of the House of Representatives, to consist of eleven 
members, to take into consideration the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses respecting the bill making appropriations 
for the support of the Army forthe year ending 30th of June, 
1857, with a view of arranging the same, and settling the 
differences between the two Houses, and making report 
thereof to their respective branches of Congress. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I do not |} 
throw myself in the way of those who have re- 
solved to adhere. 1 only wish to say that I will 
not vote for the proposition. I expect of course 
that it will be carried. I am not of opinion that 
that is the wisest course to adopt; but, when that | 
course is adopted, I do not hold that the Senate | 
has passed out of the chance and reach of settling 
this question inan amicable and honorable way 
with the House of Representatives. I believe, 
that by the adoption, even after the vote to ad- 
here, of such a proposition as I have offered to 
the Senate, proposing a committee of conference | 
on the part cf both Houses, terms of compromise | 
can be offered which will be acceptable both to the! 
House and to the Senate, that will compromit the 








_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


| 





) ' reign, and perhaps we may save b 
present extraordinary condition of public affairs; || 
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honor of neither branch of the Legislature, » d 
save the Army bill in the House from this aan 
trous vote of final adherence. That vote win 
destroy the bill before us, but not the same bill 
in the House. *I will not now state what i: ; 


: : it ig 
that I design to propose in a conference. | on), 
say that I do firmly believe the vill can be saved 


if Senators will consult their judgment, and no; 
take counsel from their passions. We cay 

pass the Army bill, restore peace in that Teryi- 
tory where now civil war, confusion, and anare}yy 
this means 
the Union of the States of this nation. Let ys 


not go home, sir; let us not resolve in despair 
that nothing can be done. Itis a crisis, and « 
great crisis, in the affairs of the country, such 
as I have never witnessed before, though I haye 
been many, many long years in this Hall. | jp. 
treat you, Senators, not to adjourn—to stay hy re 
until the last effort is exhausted, before you giya 
up the hope of passing this bill, without which 
the Army of the United States must be disbanded 
and without which, not only civil war in Kansa : 
but a bloody revolution, involving ultimately || 
the States of the Confederacy, may be the result 
of our disgraceful delinquency. 

Sir, I will say nothing further at this time; but 
at the proper moment, without discussing the 
subject so as to bring myself into unnecessary 
controversy with others after they have carried 


| their motion to adhere, as I suppose they will, [ 


will call up this proposition, and ask for its con- 
sideration. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will merely state in regard 
to the proposition, that, according to our rules no 
such motion is in order, because an adherence on 
both sides destroys the bill; but I will mention 
also, for the information of the Senator from Del- 
aware, a fact with which he is probably not ac- 
quainted, that the bill upon which the House of 
Representatives was acting at the close of the 
last session is still on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. CLAYTON, I know that. 

Mr. HUNTER. That bill can be taken up 
and acted on, and 1 understand it is also proba- 
ble that a new bill will be reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. This will not end 
the matter. It merely expresses the opinion of 
the Senate in regard to this bill. Adhering to it 
does not take from the House the means of send- 
ing any other bill they choose. If they should 
do so it will be competent for the Senator to offer 
his resolution in regard to a conference. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I shall not hesitate. I mean 
to make no speech—no address against the mo- 
tion to adhere. I will not vote for it, because, as 
I have said, I do not think it right; but I know 
well, that when you have adhered this resolution 
will apply to the bill sent from the House, or to 
any other similar bill. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, I agree with 
several Senators who have spoken, that this is 
an occasion of grave importance, and a more per- 
ilous crisis than has arisen since the formation of 
the Constitution. The House of Representatives 
knew, when they passed this bill and sent it here, 
that the Senate, by the concurrence of more than 
three fourths of its members, had repeatedly ex- 
pressed its determined opposition to the legisla- 
tion contained in this proviso. They knew that 
this legislation was sustained in the Senate by but 
a very small minority. Nevertheless, they have 
again attempted to force it upon the Senate by 
attaching it to this bill making an appropriation 
for the support of the Army. So far as the ap- 
propriations are concerned, the Senate had here- 
tofore passed the bill. There is no difference of 
opinion between the two Houses with regard to a 
single item of these appropriations. Every item 
is necessary to carry on the military department 
of the Government. The Senate has sq declared, 
and the House has so declared. The House of 
Representatives, knowing the deliberate, repeated 
determination of the Senate with regard to this 
legislation, which, contrary to all parliamentary 
rules, they have seen fit to insist upon ingrafting 
on this bill, have sent it to us again in this most 
objectionable manner, under circumstances de- 
claring that they will stop the wheels of Govern- 
ment unless we yield our objections and agree to 
it. 

Iconcur most fully in the very eloquent and very 
able speech made yesterday by my honorable 
friend from Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer.} I regard this 
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ose crisis threatening entirely to change the equi- | 
jibrium of the different departments of this Govern- 
- wot. Lregard the measure as not simply uncon- 
-vtutional, but in the highest degree revolution- | 
a. If the House of Representatives, as in this 

cmt by a majority of two, can incorporate Into 

.» appropriation bill, contrary toall parliamentary | 
3 les, and alt constitutional propriety, obnoxious | 
legislation, for the purpose of coercing the Senate 
of the United States into its adoption upon one 
subject, they can uponanother. They can refuse 
an appropriation for the support of the judiciary | 
if its decisions are not acceptable to that body. 

They can refuse an appropriation for the support | 
of the executive department, unless its action is 

satisfactory to the majority of the House of Rep- 

resentatives. If they can force upon the Senate, 

by an appropriation bill, legislation of this kind 

on one subject, they can upon any subject, and 

upon every subject which can be presented to a 

legislative body. 

Now, sir, the question is, are we to yield, at 
the very outset, to the first attempt of this kind 
which has been made since the establishment of 
the Government? I should be obliged to abandon | 
my sense of duty to the Constitution and to the | 
country, if for a moment I could yield to any 
attempt on the part of that body, or ask them to 
yield to any attempt an the part of this body, to 
force legislation upon either by stopping the | 
wheels of Government. No, sir, I will never | 
vield in such a case. It would be the subversion | 
of the Constitution; it would be the prostration 


of those barriers which our fathers erected for the || 


purpose of checking the different branches of the | 
Government—the executive, the judicial, and the 
legislative. If the House of Representatives send 
us any bill on any subject, | will, as a member 
of this body, deliberate on the propriety of that | 
bill, and vote upon it according to my sense of 
duty; but when they send the Army appropri- 
ation bill, or any other appropriation bill to carry 
on the ordinary operations of the Government, | 
and propose by it to fasten upon us legislation 

which we cannot adopt, from our own sense of | 
duty and propriety, | will on this occasion, and | 
on every occasion, take my stand upon the Con- | 
stitution, and maintain it in its integrity. I should | 
forego all respect for myself, all respect for the | 
body to which I belong, and all consideration of 
the best interests of the country, if 1 were not to | 
I have no option; I cannot yield; I am | 
hound to remain here as long as this Congress | 
exists, as one member of it, to resist any attempt | 
of this character, which would utterly destroy 
the equilibrium between the different branches of 
Congress, and between the different departments 
of the Government, as established by the Consti- 
tution. 

Without looking to the legislation proposed in 
the proviso, [ am bound to take this stand; but 
when I look into it what do I see there? I see, 
in the first place, a proposition that it shall be the 
duty of the President of the United States to go | 
into the States upon the highways leading in the 
direction of Kansas, and there usurp the: un- | 
doubted powers of the State governments. It | 
purports to make it the duty of the President to 
interfere with persons and property in the States, 
and there protect them from unlawful seizures | 
and searches. Now I desire to know what au- 
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thority the President of the United States has to || 
go into any State and exert any power whatever, || 
us President, to prevent unlawful seizures of per- | | 


sons or property? Is there any Senator in this 

body—is there any man in the country who will , 
say that the President, under the Constitution, | 
has any such power? Where do you find it? | 
What becomes of the sovereign power of the | 
States? Can the President of the Tinited States 

interfere in a mere case of trespass on person or 
property upon the highway in any State of this 
Union? Every one knows that he has no such 
power, and that this Government has no such | 
jurisdiction. Itis a matter belonging exclusively | 
to the States. It is controlled by State laws. The 
judicial authorities of the States must interfere for 
the purpose of adjudicating and disposing of all 
questions of that kind. Itis only in the case of in- 
surrection or rebellion, or to enforce legal process 
under the express provisions of the Constitution, 
that the President can interfere. This proviso, so | 
far from conforming to the Constitution in this | 
respect, undertakes to confer upon the President | 





authority to go into the States, and to exercise 
powers within their limits over persons and prop- 
erty, which would lead to the utter subversion of 
their governments. Sir, it is no less unconstitu- 
tional than the attempt to coerce the Senate by 
stopping appropriations in order to fasten upon 
the country legislation which the Senate is unwill- 
ing to adopt. Sir, as far as this proviso goes, it 
blots out State lines and State governments, and 
sets up a consolidated government. Will any one 
pretend that there can be any such power under the 
present Constitution? Ifthe President can protect 
persons and property in one portion of the country, 
can he notin another? Can the Presidert march 
an army into one of the southern States, and being 
of opinion with some, that slavery does not and 
| cannot exist, interfere there, and protect persons 
and property according to his notions? Where 
are the impassable boundaries of the Constitution 
more distinctly visible? In my judgment a more 
flagrant and palpable violation of it than that con- 
tained in this proviso, can hardly be imagined. 
The alien and sedition laws do not come up to 
the power that is attempted to be exercised in this 
part of the proviso. 

But, sir, this proviso invades the executive and 
judicial departments of the Government. It 
directs that the President shall not use his con- 
stitutional power to see that the laws are exe- 
cuted as adjudicated by the courts. It attempts 
to limit and control the constitutional power of 
the President and the constitutional action of the 
judicial department, both of which are clothed 
with certain powers and charged with certain 
duties which they are not at liberty to neglect. 
Without repealing the laws, it undertakes to pro- 
vide that the judgments and decrees of the Fed- 
eral courts founded upon them shall not be en- 
forced in the usual manner by the constitutional 
power of the President. Does any one doubt 
the validity of the Kansas act? 
expressed any such doubt. 
that the judges of Kansas are lawful judges 
appointed under the Constitution? Does any 


ident and confirmed by the Senate, and holding 
courts in that Territory, are holding lawful courts, 


brought before them, affecting the rights of per- 
sons, the rights of property, or the public secu- 
rity? But by this proviso, if it be valid, the 
arms distributed to the militia are to be with- 





be employed, the President is not to exercise his 
constitutional power to see that the laws are faith- 
| fully executed, the courts are to see their decrees 
set at defiance, sentences against criminals, if 


| or for the recovery of property or estate, are to 
remain a dead letter, and the Territory to be 
delivered over to anarchy and confusion. 

I allude to these characteristics of the proviso; 
but, unconstitutional and deplorable as it is, I 
deem it of less importance than the main question 
which was presented so clearly by my honorable 
friend from Virginia. It is an attempt, not only 
| to control the Executive and judiciary, but to dic- 
| tate legislation to this coérdinate branch of Con- 





| it as the condition of its passage, the failure of 
which would thus far stop the wheels of Govern- 
ment. 


panes time. I should have been very glad to 
1ave had an opportunity to do so. 
could show that no serious question exists in 


which the courts of justice could entertain, and 
that no serious question exists as to the validity 
of the laws of Kansas, excepting those which we 
admit to be unconstitutional and void, and which 
have never been enforced; but the occasion for- 
bids—want of time forbids. Prevented, as Ll have 
been, by illness, from occupying my seat here 
for some time past, I could not allow the vote to 





by momentous consequences. 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. President 
»~Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator from 
Massachusetts permit me to make a suggestion 
<8 


one doubt that the judges appointed by the Pres- | 


resisted, are to go unexecuted, judgments in favor | 
of the citizen for the redress of private wrongs, | 
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to him? Whilst we are detaining this bill in the 
Senate, the House of Representatives has n 
to act upon. I can well conceive that many 
tlemen are desirous of giving then ODIDLONS | 


nth 
question so grave and so interesting to the p 
lie; but it appears to me the debate might as well 
continue in the shape of reasons given for the 
vote after the vote shall have been taken, as de- 
bate in advance, and that the better plan would 
be by unanimous consent to take a vote, and 
then let gentlemen who desire to address the Sen- 
ate in justification of their votes go on with the 
debate. If we go on with the debate now, we 
may be three, four, or five days without giving 
the House of Representatives an opportunity of 
knowing our determination. Thetr hands are 
tied until they hear from us what we are going 


to do with this bill. | propose, therefore, by 


| unanimous consent, that we take a vote, and 


go on with the debate afterwards, if that suits 
the Senator from Massachusetts. | ‘* Agreed !”’ 


| *Acreed y??) 


No one has ever | 
Does any one doubt | 


and that itis their duty to adjudicate all questions | 


drawn, the troops of the United States are not to || regard to the question as I understand it. 


gress for that unconstitutional purpose, contrary | 
| to its known will, by attaching that legislation to a | 
necessary appropriation bill, and insisting upon | 


Mr. WILSON. I should ha ve preferred to go 
on and speak upon the motion made by the Sen- 
ator from Virginia to adhere; but as there seems 
to be a general wish all around the Senate that the 
vote shall be taken, and the debate then go on, I 
will consent to that arrangement. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The question, I 
think, is not upon adhering, but whether the Sen- 
ate will insist and ask for another committee of 
conference. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
is on adhering. 
to insist. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I thought the Chair 
decided yesterday, that the question of insisting 
had priority of adhering. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. We have voted to insist. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. But we can vote 
to insist half a dozen times. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
decided, that when a bill was first brought from 
the House, a motion to insist took precedence of 
a motion to adhere; but the Senate having already 
insisted on its amendment to this bill, the ques- 
tion now is upon adhering. 

Upon that question the yeas and nays are 
asked for. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before the vote is taken 
on the motion to adhere, I wish to say a word in 
I am 
not going into a discussion of the matters which 
have been spoken of this morning; but merely 
wish to say a word as to the manner in which 


The question 
The Senate have already voted 


| this bill is before us. 


| unparliamentary manner by adhering. 


Sir, I shall not go further into the subject at the 


I think I | 


regard to the validity of the Kansas Legislature, | 


be taken without declaring, thus far at least, my | 
sentiments upon a measure likely to be followed | 


It has been assumed by several Senators that‘ 
the House of Representatives has acted in an 
Such I 
understand not to be the fact; but the discourtesy 
between the two Houses is on the part of the 
Senate. The facts are these: the House originated 
this bill, and sent it to the Senate. The Senate 
made an amendment by striking out a provision 
of the bill. The bill was then returned to the House, 
and the House refused to agree to the Senate’s 
amendment, and informed the Senate of the fact. 
When the bill was returned here with the refusal 
of the House to agree to our amendment, the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter] moved that , 
the Senate insist, and gave notice at the same 
time that he would not move for a committee of 
conference. We were the insisting House. Th: 
practice, so far as | understand it, has been for 
the body which insists upon its amendment to 
ask for aconference. Here, then, was the dis- 
courtesy. We insisted upon an amendment 
which we had made to the House bill, and gave 
notice, when we did insist, that we should ask for 
no committee of conference. The House had 
then nothing todo but to adhere to the bill as 
they had passed it. They were not the proper 
body to take the initiative in asking for a confer- 
ence. The Senate were cuilty of the first dis- 
courtesy. They should have asked fora confer- 
ence according to the usual practice, when they 
insisted on their amendment to this bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. There was no discourtesy 
practiced by the Senate on my motion in regard 
to the House of Representatives. The mildest 
form in which we could disagree with the House 
was that of insisting, and that I proposed. [f 
said at the time, that this matter had been can- 
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vassed between the two Houses so often and so 


long, that | saw no necessity for a conference, 
and should not move for one; but if the House 


asked for one I should move to appoint a com- | 


mittee of conference to meet them. Nor ts this 
course unexampled. 
that we settled the legislative, executive, and 
judicial appropriation bill last week. It was when 
‘we had insisted without asking for a conference, 
that the House receded and settled the bill. 
object was to enable them to get at the question 
sooner, not by way of discourtesy; nor do I pre- 
sume it was so taken by the House. Itcould not 
have been, for there was no discourtesy in it. 
If | had moved to adhere before insisting, there 


My | 


It was in that very way | 


a? 


forward this resolution to state what are the meas- | 
ures of peace and reconciliation which | desire to 
present. It would be improper to state them at 
this time; but it does seem to me, that so longas 
there is a hope cherished—at least so long as there 
is a belief entertained on the part of any member 
of either House that a proposition can be made | 


| which will reconcile the two Houses, the meas- 


would have been some discourtesy; but, on the 


contrary, | moved to insist. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am quite ready for this 
question now as I have been all the way through, 
and expect to be. I have nothing to say if the 
debate stops where it is. 
however, to announce before the vote is taken, 
as | have said before, that I am prevented from 
voting by having paired off with the honorable 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss;] and also 
that my colleague, [Mr. Fisn,] if he were here, 
would vote against the motion to adhere, but he 


It becomes my duty, | 


is absent, and has paired off with the honorable | 


Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Firzparrick. | 


Mr. CLAY. 


That is the understanding be- 
tween my colleague, [Mr. Firzparrick,}] who | 


was necessarily called home, in consequence of | 


the sickness of his family, and Governor Fisn. | 


I believe there is a further understanding that if 
either returns he is not to vote. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 35, nays 9; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Adains, Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, 
Bigier, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, Crit 


tenden, Dodge, Douglas, Geyer, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, | 


Jobnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, 
Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson 
of Kentucky, Toucey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee—35. 
NAYS — Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Clayton, Durkee, 
Foot, Foster, Harian, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—9. 


So the motion to adhere was agreed to. 


Mr. CLAYTON: Task now that the resolu- 


tion which I have submitted be taken up forcon- | 


sideration. 

Mr. SEWARD. I must object to that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then it lies 
over under the rules, as a matter Of course. 

Mr. ADAMS. There was an understanding, 
I think, that the discussion should go on after the 
vote had been taken. The resolution offered by 
the Senator from Delaware will give a basis for 
a discussion, and make it inorder. I hope there 
will be no objection to considering it. Objection 
can be made to taking the vote on it if any Sen- 


| parliamentary legislation. 


1s right, and the proceeding which he proposes is 
wise, and the exigency is such as to call for it, it 


ator thinks proper; but for the purpose of having 
the discussion 1n order, as with that understand- | 


ing Senators who wished to debate the subject 
yielded to let us take the vote on the Army bill, 
1 hope there will be no objection to taking up the 
resolution. 

‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
from New York has objected, as the Chair under- 
stands. 

Mr. CLAYTON. May I be permitted to put 
a question to the Senator from 
courtesy ? 
measure of peace and reconciliation; and I earnest! 


in 
know the honorable Senator is perfectly willing 


to take the responsibility of his acts; but I sub- | 
mit to him that to stop the investigation ofa | 


measure that is proposed (and I trust it is believed 
on the part of honorable members here, that lam 
sincere in the assertion that it is intended only) 


as a measure of peace —to reconcile the two | 


Houses of Congress, would be to incur a fearful 
responsibility. I put itto my honorable friend 
from New York, whether under such circum- 


stances as these he can object to the considera- | 


tion of this question? He has it in his power, as 


'| tion to determine whether it shall end where it | 
— the honorable Senator from New York will | 
ulge me, so as to permit its consideration. I 


any individual member here has, to prevent the | 


consideration of any measure of peace to the 
country; but will he do that under all the cireum- 
stances of this case? Under the exigencies of 


this crisis, fearful as it is, will he prevent the dis- | 


cussion of a question of this description before the | 
Senate? I appeal to him, and trust he will with- | 


draw his objection, and suffer the measure to be 
considered. 


I deem it premature,when bringing || to say he is not well acquainted with it; I think | 


| my mind, after careful weighing of the case, to 


|| I have said already, everything in the world ex- 
| cept to waive that objection which I take in limine 
The Senator || 
| rate at this interesting stage of this great debate. | 
| I prefer—I must bear the responsibility of it, as I | 
| do cheerfully—to go in the old way. 
ew York in all || 
I brought forward this measure as a | 


|| which he has thought it. 


| ure ought to be considered. 1 appeal again to the 


honorable Senator to exercise that courtesy for 
which he has always been remarkable on this | 
floor, and permit us to consider this question. — | 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I need not 
say that on an ordinary occasion there isno Sen- 
ator on this floor, whatever my personal relations | 
to him might be, who would noteasily draw from 
me a concession so small as it would be to waive 
my single objection to the taking up ofa resolu- | 
tion which he desired that the Senate should con- | 
sider. I am sure I need not say to the honorable | 
and distinguished Senator from Delaware, that of 
ali the Senators on this floor he is among the | 
very last to whom I would refuse to yield any- | 
thing that I could properly yield. Nevertheless, | 


a 


sir, 1 cannot yield thie point consistently with || 


my sense of duty to the country. I apprehend 


Delaware predicts. [| entertain no fears or alarms | 
of any great public evil that is to result from the | 
action of the two Houses of Congress on this | 
question, whether they agrée or whether they dis- 
agree. If they agree, it will be ina constitutional 

| 


| way; if they disagree, the disagreement will be a 


constitutional disagreement; and I desire that the 
question may go to the country upon that dis- 
agreement. I desire that it may go in that way. 
With due deference to so many distinruished 


| no such disasters as the honorable Senator trom 


| 
° . 1] 
men from whom I differ here, I have made up || 


bear my own responsibilities, and I certainly be- | 


lieve that it is their desire and their purpose to || 


bear the responsibilities which rest upon them. | 
I want that disagreement or agreement brought 
about in the ordinary way by the action of the 
two Houses, according to parliamentary rule—by 
the action of the two Houses in conference, ac- 
cording to parliamentary law. | want no depart- 
ure from that law orcustom. I want no committee 
of seven to meet a committee of eleven. I want 
no change. I do not know any good that will 
come from it. I have never seen any good come | 
from such extraordinary departures from usual 
rherefore, I object, 
although my objection is sufficient to arrest all 
proceeding for to-day. If the honorable Senator 


will be just as wise and just as right, and the exi- 
gency just as great to-morrow, and then my in- 
dividual objection will be of no avail. I can con- 
cede to honorable Senators everything; I can con- 
cede to the honorable Senator from Delaware, as 


to the new policy which he proposes to inaugu- | 


ro in It is for | 
the other House to institute measures—not this; 
and it is for those who differ on this great ques- | 


does, or whether in the customary parliamentary 
mode of proceeding we can come to an agree- 
ment. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Pardon me for saying, in 
reply to the honorable Senator from New York, 
that this is not the extraordinary proposition 


one as is forced upon us by the extraordinary 
circumstances in which we now stand. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from Delaware is aware that debate is out of 
order. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Iasked the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to proceed, and I supposed 
there was no objection to the few remarks which 
I wished to make. [**No objection.’’}] L only wish 
to vindicate myself from the charge of having in- 
troduced an improper measure. hen the two 
Houses resolve to adhere in regard to any bill, 
there is but this course left; and every man who 
is acquainted with parliamentary law would tell | 
the honorable Senator himself—(1 do not me4n | 





- 


Sir, it is just such a || 
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he is)—but I believe every other man here wh . 
is versed in that law will tell him there : 
other course, if we wish to save the Army 
us but the one | proposed to adopt. 

I do not stand here to throw censure 5 
Senator who has taken on himself the responsi 
bility of refusing to allow the proposition to by, 
considered. Every man has a right to take hig 
own course in regard to these things. I can only 
express my deep regret that he has come to such 
a decision. I shall avail myself of another op- 
portunity when a single objection cannot preve 
the consideration of this measure. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to know whether 
the Senator from Massachusetts wishes to he. 
heard to-day? If not, I move that the Senate aq 
journ us until twelve o’clock on Monday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The rule ad. 
journs us until twelve o’clock. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Had we not better meet 
this evening ? 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate aq. 
journed to Monday. 


is no 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satrurpay, August 23, 1856. 
"Fhe House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


Mr. DAVIDSON. [ask the unanimous eoy- 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 
table Senate bill (No. 463) to supply an omission 
in the enrollment of a certain act. 

Mr. CRAIGE. I object. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I insist on the regular 
order of business. ; 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the reception of reports of private bills 
and private business from standing committees. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the United States Commissioner 
in China, transmitting consular returns of fees, 
&c,, and asking an appropriation by Congress, 
in order to carry out the provisions of the act of 
1848 in reference to the same. 

Mr. ORR. Is that communication addressed 
to the House? 

The SPEAKER. It comes through the See- 
retary of State to this House. The indursement 
is: ‘* Received at the Department of State, 22d 
August, 1856.’’ 

Mr. ORR. I only inquired whether it came 
regularly. 


The SPEAKER. It is transmitted through 


| the office of the Secretary of State—the seal un- 
| broken—to the House of Representatives. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I move that the com- 
munication be laid on the table and printed. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I move that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CHAPLAIN TO THE HOUSE. 


Mr. MACE. For the purpose of perfecting the 
organization of the House, I move that the House 
now proceed to the election of a Chaplain. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. I thought a 
Chaplain was elected for the Congress. 

The SPEAKER. As the Chair understands, 
the Chaplain was elected for the session by res- 
olution. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


It has always been usual 


| to elect a Chaplain for the Congress. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I moveacall of the House. 

Mr. ALLISON. If it be in order, I move to 

roceed to the selection of seats. ; 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order pending 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia for a 
call of the House. 

Mr. CRAIGE. On that motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ‘pee 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 90, nays 102; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Broom, Bur- 
nett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Bayard 
Clarke, Clingman, Howel! Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dow- 














Fdmundson, Eliiott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- 

.’ Fjorenee, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison 
i ‘4s, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, 
iottman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancey 
jues, Kelly, Kidwell, King, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
‘yiexander K. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, 
“mith Miller, Millson, Millward, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, 
powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
emit, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Tal- 
pott, Taylor, ‘Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, and 
John V. Wright—90. i 

NAYS —Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 
lenry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham. Bishop, 
piiss, Bradshaw, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, 
Durtee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Haven, Holloway, Thomas 


dell, 


R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, | 


Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 


Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, | 
Purviance, | 
Ritchie, Roberts, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, || 


Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 


Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, Thoring- 
ton, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Wal 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eilihu B. 
Washburne, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel 
B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—102. 


So a call of the House was refused. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. RIVERS said: At the close of the last 
session Mr. Harrtson received a telegraphic dis- 
patch stating that his mother was lying griev- 
ously ill. I havego doubt that that is the cause 
of his present absence. 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER stated that Mr. Trrppe | 


had paired off with Mr. Haut, of Massachusetts. 
LEGISLATION FOR KANSAS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. In view of the 
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alarming news from Kansas, and of the difficulties | 


which exist here in reference to the affairs of that || 


‘Territory, | ask the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer the resolution which I send to 
the Chair. I would simply say, that if it does no 
good it will do no harm. 

The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: 

Resolved, Thata select committee of thirteen be appointed 
by the Speaker to confer with a similar committee on the 
part of the Senate, should the Senate see fit to appointsuch 
connnittee, and consider the affairs of the Territory of Kan- 
sas, Willi power to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. BARKSDALE, Mr. MATTESON, and 
others, objected. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. As it is not in order to 
move to suspend the rules to-day, | will do so on 
Monday, for the purpose of having that resolution 
considered. 

CALL OF COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call committees 
for reports. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I am directed 
by the Committee on Public Lands, to report the 
following joint resolution: 


Joint resolution (No. 27) to authorize the Sec- | 


retary of State and the Secretary of the Interior 
to settle the claim of William Carey Jones for 
certain servic&. 

The SPEAKER. Thatis nota resolution that 
has been referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands during the present. session, and is not ia || 


order, 

The call of committees being contluded, the 
Speaker proceeded to call the States for resolu- 
lions, 

PROHIBITION OF SULAVERY. 


Mr. MATTESON. I offer the following res- 


olution, and demand the previous question on its | 


passage : 


. | ’ 
Whereas, by an act passed by the two Houses of Con- |! unon the part of the House, and not necessarily 


gress, and approved by the President, entitled ‘‘Joint reso- 


lution for annexing Texas to the United States,’’ approved | 
March 1, 1845, articles of compact were offered to Texas for | 


her admission into the Union “ upon certain conditions and 
guarantees,’’ the third article of which tendered compact 
Was in these words: “* New States of convenient size, not 
exceeding four in number. in addition to said State of Texas, 
and having sufficient population, may hereafter, by the con- 
sent of said State, be formed out of the territory thereof, 
which shall be entitled to admission under the Federal Con- 
stitution; and such States as may be formed out of that por- 
tion of said territory ting south of 36° 30 north latitude, 
commonly known as the Missouri compromise line, shall 
be admitted into the Union with or without slavery, as the 
people of each State asking admission may desire ; and in 
such State or States as shall be formed out of said ter- 
ritory north of said compromise line, slavery or invol- 
untary servitude (except for crime) shall be prohibited :” 


| 


1 





And whereas Texas, by a solemn public act, done in a 
convention of the people, according to the requirements 
of the said act of Congress, did. accept the said articles 
of compact, and was admitted into the Union as one of 
the United States, upon the “ conditions and guarantees” 
| mentioned in said joint resolution, and is now a State of 
| this Union in virtue thereof; and whereas the said third 
| article of compact as aforesaid, containing a limitation of 
slavery in restricting the number of slave States to be formed 
in Texas south of 36° 30 to four States, in addition to 
Texas itself, and also a prohibition of slavery, except for 


| and substantive provision, irrepealable by either of the 
contracting parties without the consent of the other, and is 
not repealed by the Kansas-Nebraska act, and could not 
be repealed by that act: Therefore, 
Be it resolved, That slavery, except for crime, in all that 
art of the former province of Louisiana, north of latitude 
5° 30’, is, and remains prohibited, and that the President 


erime, north of 36° 30 north latitude, is an independent | 


| of the United States is under a double obligation to see that | 


and valuable consideration. 

And whereas, besides being a compact with Texas, the 
saig third article was a compromise between the free and 
th@Slave States of this Union, with limitation of slavery, 
both as to the number of slave States which might be 
| formed in Texas, and the prohibition of slavery north of 

36° 30’ by virtue of which Texas was admitted into the 
| Union, and without which she could not have been admit- 
ted: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That any attempt to violate said third arti- 
cle of compromise, either by admitting a greater number 
of slave States south of 36° 30° than allowed therein, or 
by extending slavery north of that latitude, is a violation of 
said compromise, and a direct attack upon the harmony and 
stability of the Union. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to know 
whether that resolution is in order ? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order for the gentle- 
man from New York to presenta resolution from 
that State, it having been called for that purpose 
under the rules of the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to submit 
whether it is in order to call the States for reso- 
lutions any day except on alternate Mondays? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order on every day 


|| after the committees shall have been called. 


Mr. JONES. The 26th rule is, that all the 
States and Territories shall be called for reso- 
| lutions on each alternate Monday during each 
session of Congress; and, if necessary to secure 
the object on said days, all resolutions which 
give rise to debate, shall lie over for dfscussion 
| under the rules of the House already established ; 
and the whole of said days shall be appropriated 
to resolutions, until all the States and Territories 
are called through. 

The SPEAKER. 
| under which the Chair is acting at the present 

time. That rule is, that reports from commit- 

tees having been presented and disposed of, the 

Speaker shall call for resolutions from the mem- 

bers from each State, and Delegates from each 
| Territory. That is the order of business for 
every day. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the previous 
question upon the resolution. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Will the gentleman from 
New York withdraw the call for the previous 
question a moment, to enable me to make a single 
remark? ri - 

Mr. MATTESON. I cannot. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I rise to a question of order. 
I understand this to be a joint resolution, requir- 
ing the assent of the Senate. 

Mr. MATTESON. It is not; it is a House 
resolution. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I understood it to make a 
declaration that involves the action of the Gov- 
| ernment, which must give it the form of a_ joint 
| resolution, which, under the rule of the House, 


provision faithfully enforced, both as a law of Congress, | 
and as a compact with a (then) foreign Power, for a great | 
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New York is a mere declaration of opinion on 
the — of the House? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair so understands 
it 


| Mr. DUNN. Then I move to lay it on the 
| table; and demand the yeas and nays on that 


|| The SPEAKER. 


it 


motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to inquire 
whether it is in order to have read the act of 
| 1850 defining the boundaries of Texas? I ask 
that it may be read, and gentlemen will see-— 
| [Cries of ** Order!” 
| The SPEAKER. Debate is notin order. It 
is not in order to have the paper referred to by 
the gentleman from Tennessee read, except by 
general consent. . 
Mr. QUITMAN. I wish to ask whether this 
resolution has ever been printed ? 
Not by order of the House. 
| Mr. GIDDINGS. This being a day set apart 
| for the consideration of private business, | would 
ask whether it is not in order to move that the 
| House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar? 
TheSPEAKER. The previous question having 
| been demanded, and the House acting in pursu- 
| ance of the regular order of business, it is not 
now in order to move to go into a Committee of 
the Whole House. 
The ae was taken on Mr. Dunn’s mo- 


|| tion; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 


|| Houston, Hughston, Jewett, George 


| 101, nays 82; as follows: 


| YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 
| Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bishop, Bocock, 
| Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwala 


|| der, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 


| Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, 

Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dann, 
| Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, 

‘Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson 
| W. Harris, Thomas * Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, 
J. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, 


|| Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. 


| cannot be introduced except in pursuance of no- | 


tice. 
The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair, 
the resolution is only a declaration of opinion 


a joint resolution 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. 
| the previous question is not seconded, whether 
| the resolution must not go over? 

Mr. MATTESON. Certainly. 

Mr. COBB. 
onding the previous question. I want the ques- 
| tion to be decided whether the House is to trans- 
| act any general business or not; if it is, | shall 
| ask that we proceed to the practical legislative 
business of the House, and not take up the time 
| with mere abstractions. 


I desire to inquire, if 


|| William Smith, William R. 


| Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 


|| Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Pennington, 


Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Kivers, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, 
Stewart, Swope, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, 
Walker, Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, 





i} Daniel b. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—101. 


i 


|| The SPEAKER, 
I call for tellers, then, on sec- | 


|| linghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 


The 25th rule is the one | 


|| adjourn. 


| NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bil- 
radshaw, Buffinton, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
| son, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, De 
| Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hol 


|| loway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Kelsey, Knapp, Knight, 


| Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, 
| Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott,.Murray, Norton, 

Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, 
| Ritchie, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, 
| Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
| ton, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Watbridge, Waldron, Cadwal- 
| ader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
, burn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—82, 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Asspury Dickins, their Secretary, notifying the 
House that the Senate adhered to their amend- 

| ment to the Army appropriation bill. 


Mr. NICHOLS stated that he had paired off 


with Mr, Evans on this vote. 
| After the result of the vote had been an- 
nounced, 
| Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the House will not 
I would rather that the House would 
go to the business upon the Speaker’s table. 
| ‘The question was taken on Mr. Orr’s motion; 
and it was disagreed to. 


| JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. SAGE. I offer the resolution which I 
send to the Clerk’s desk, and call for the pre- 
vious question on it. 

Mr. PHELPS. Has the morning hour ex- 
pired ? : 

It has not; but will expire 
| in twenty-five minutes. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is in order 
| now to move to go to the business upon the 
| Speaker’s table, if the member making the motion 


} 


|| has the floor; but at the expiration of the morning 
|| hour any member may arrest another in the 


middle of his speech, take the floor from him, 


Mr. DUNN. Do I understand the Speaker to || and move to go to the business on the Speaker’s 
| decide that the resolution of the gentleman from |! table. 


: 
‘ 
' 


f 
f 
i 


Ts a ap Ta agen gt oe a, 





ceemmtcmgptig YOR FT 


= ae ae 


are seoeN 


ee eee 


eee 
a t SEA NE , 


i 
2 
‘ 
ad 
a 
4 





SA Rn TE I eT 


é 


24 











_THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


"The SPEAKER. In reply to the gentleman | 


from Tennessee, the Clerk will read the 27th 


rule. 
The Clerk read the 27th rule, as follows: 


« After one hour shall have been devoted to reports from 


committees, and resolutions, it shall be in order, pending 


the consideration or discussion thereof, to entertain a | 


motion that the House do now proceed to dispose of the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and to the orders of the | 
day.’ 


Mr. Sace’s resolution was then read, as fol- | 


lows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed | 


to consider the propriety of reorganiZing or abolishing the 
criminal court in the District of Columbia, and to report 
their action to this House. 


Mr. PHELPS moved that the resolution be 


lajd upon the table. 

Mr. SAGE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 97, nays 87; as follows: 

Y EAS8—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Ball, Barclay, Barks/lale, 
Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Brauch, Brooks, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. 
Campbell, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
nh. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, 
Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, 
Hiliott, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, ‘Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Goode, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Harrison, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Howard, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
ILumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, 
Smith Miller, Milgson, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, 
Rivers, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel 





| o’clock.) The Senate having adjourned, 1 move 


| offer is for the purpose of removing out of the 


| two Houses, and to pass an Army appropriation 
| bill without any improper proviso attached to it. 


A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, || 


Swope, Taylor, ‘T'yson. Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, 
Warner, Wheeler, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
Jobn V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—97. 


NAYS— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- i] 


nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, 
FPizra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cumback, 
Damreil, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, | 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Flagler, Galloway, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Hughston, 
J. Glancy Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew | 
Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- | 
ton, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cad- | 
walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth— 
87. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. MILLSON said he had no objection to the 
inquiry tt a but would at present vote to 
lay the resolution upon the table. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Sipvey Wessrtenr, his Pri- 
vate reer notifying the House that he had 
approved and signed bills of the following titles: 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Louis Reggio; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Mrs. Magdalene Brontin, widow 
of De la Ronde; 

An act for the relief of Henry L. Robinson; 

An act for the relief of Edward Mitchell; 





An act for the relief of William B. Cozzens; 
An act for the relief of John Nash; 
An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- | 
resentatives of Ignacio Delino; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- | 
resentatives of Bernard Hemkin; 

An act for the relief of the sureties of the late | 
Lieutenant Charles E. Jarvis, United States | 
Army; 

An act for the relief of William Humphreys, | 
Jr., owner of the fishing schooner Good Ex- | 
change, lost at sea; 

An act for the relief of Peyton G. King, late | 
a receiver of public moneys at Monroe, Loui- | 
siana; and 

An act for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby | 


Jones. 
SUSPENSION OF THE 21ST JOINT RULE. 


| 
Mr. HAVEN obtained the floor. | 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I rise to a privileged | 
question. Has the morning hour expired? 
The SPEAKER. It has. | 
Mr. COBB, Then I move that the House pro- | 
ceed to the consideration of the business on the | 
Speaker’s table. My object is to reach the res- 
olution from the Senate, for a partial suspension 











of the 21st joint rule, in order that we may con- 
cur in it, and bring before the House the Army | 
appropriation bill in exactly the condition in | 
which it stood at the adjournment of the last | 
session without day. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Before that is 
done, let the message just received from the Sen- 
ate be read. 

The SPEAKER. Jf there be no objection the 
Chair will lay the message before the House. 

No objection being made, the message was | 
read, as follows: | 

In THE Senate oF THE Unirep STATES, 
August 23, 1856. 

Resolved, That the Senate adheres to its amendment to 
the bill (H. R. No, 578) making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1857, disagreed to by the House of Representatives. 

Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 


Mr. COBB. That bill is rejected. > 
Mr. H. MARSHALL, (at half past one 


that this House do now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I appeal to the gentleman from | 
Georgia to withhold us privileged motion for a | 
moment, inasmuch as the resolution I design to 


way what I believe to be the hitch between the 


Mr. COBB. I think the hitch between the 
two Houses is in the bill which now lies on the 
Speaker’s table. When we get to it we can make 
an effort to remove it out of the way. 

Mr. HAVEN. Shall I be entitled to the floor 
when this question is disposed of? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will be 
entitled to the floor when the States are again 
called for resolutions, the State of New York 
being where the call was left off. 

The question was taken on Mr. Coss’s motion, 
and it was agreed to. | 
The SPEAKER laid before the House me 





following resolution from the Senate: 


In THE Senate oF THE Unrrepd STATES, 
August 21, 1856. 
Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That so much of the 2Ist joint rule as requires six days 
from the commencement of the session, before resuming 
the consideration of bills, resolutions, and reports remain- 





| ing undetermined at the close of the last session, be sus- 


pended during the present session, so far as relates to the 
bill (H. R. No. 153) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 
Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary. 
Mr. COBB. I move that the House concur in 
that resolution, and on that motion call for the 
previous question. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to sug- 
gest to the gentleman from Georgia that, even 
after the House shall have concurred in the reso- 


| lution of the Senate, and suspended the 21st joint 


rule, there will still be an obstruction in the way 
of taking up the Army a bill in the 
22d rule of the House, which is as follows: 

** After six days from the commencement of a second or 


| subsequent session of any Congress, all bills, resolutions, 
| and reports which originated in the House, and at the close 


of the next preceding session remained undetermined, 


|| shall be resumed and acted on in the same manner as if 


an adjournment had not taken place.” 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. After we have relieved 
ourselves from the difficulty arising out of the 
joint rule, there will be no difficulty in reference 
to this, unless objection is interposed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It will require 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. GROW. I wish to inquire of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, if this resolution pass, does 
he then propose to ask consent of the House to 
take up the Army bill? 


Mr. COBB. Ido. 
Mr. GROW. And that alone? 
Mr. COBB. I desire that the House shall pro- 


ceed to the consideration of the Army bill, and to 
no other business. 
Mr. GROW. I have no objection to that. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the resolution of the Senate was 


concurred in, 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I now ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to proceed to the 


LOBE. 
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Augu 
consideration of the Army appropriation bill as 
it stood at the adjournment of the last session pe 
Congress. I trust there will be no objection 

No objection being made, the House proc, eded 
to consider the bill (H. R. No. 153) making ap. 
propriations for the support of the Army for the 
year ending June 30, 1857. 

Mr. COBB. That bill is now before the House 
upon the disagreement of the House to the amend. 
ment of the Senate. A motion to insist has been 
made, and it has failed. I now move that tha 
House recede from its disagreement to the Senate 
amendment, and upon that motion I call the pre. 
vious question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen. 
tleman from Georgia allow me to moye that the 
House adhere to its disagreement? 

Mr. COBB. _ I will state to the gentleman frcm 
Maine that I have no objection to that motion 
If the House refuse to recede, the question wil] 
be upon the motion to adhere. But I prefer that 
the previous question should be exhausted upon 
the motion to recede. 

The SPEAKER. The message from the Sen- 
ate, notifying the House of the action of that 
body upon the bill, will be reported. 

The message was read; and is as follows: 

In THE SENATE OF THE UNITED States, 
August 18, 1856. 

Resolved, That the Senate insist upon their amendment 
to the bill of the House of Representatives, entitled “An 
act making appropriations for the support of the Army for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1997,” being House bilj 
No. 153, and ask a further conference «pon the disagreeing 
votes. 

Ordered, That Messrs. Cass, CrirTenpen, and Bensa- 
MIN be the committee of conference upon their part. 


Mr. WASHBURN. I hope the demand for 
the previous question, made by the gentleman 
from Georgia, will be voted down, unless he will 
allow me to submit a motion to adhere. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. lI ask the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw his motion, and allow me 
to make a motion that the House further insist 
upon its disagreement, and that another commit- 
tee of conference be granted ? 

The SPEAKER. That motion would hardly 
be in order. The Chair will state the position 
of the question: when House bill No. 153 was 
before the House at the last session, a message 
had been received from the Senate notifying the 
House that they insisted upon their amendment, 
and asking a committee of conference. The House 
voted down the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Camrpseut,] that the House insist, 
and agree to a committee of conference. Subse- 
ee the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
KuNKEL] moved that a committee of conference 
be appointed. The Chair ruled the motion out 
of order, upon the ground that the motion was 
substantially the same that had just previously 
been voted down by the House. Prom that 
decision of the Chair an appeal was taken. 

Unless the appeal is insisted upon, the Chair 
will state the question upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Would it not be in order 
to move to reconsider the air which the 
House refused a committee of conference, in order 
that this matter may be opened up for further 
conference? The power to move a reconsider- 
ation is in the hands of the gentleman from Geor- 
gia; and I submit that my proposition is the bet- 
ter one. 

Mr. COBB. If, by general consent, a vote can 
be taken upon the motion to insist, and ask for a 
committee of conference, J will not interpose any 
objection. 





st 23, 





he SPEAKER. It can only be done by gen- 
eral consent. 
Mr. GROW. I object. 


Mr. COBB. Then I insist upon my motion 
to recede, and demand the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON. Irise to a question of order. 
I submit that the gentleman from Georgia cannot 
move to recede pending the appeal taken by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvanis. 

Mr. KUNKEL. 1 withdraw that. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Was not that appeal 
pending at the time the gentleman from: Georgia 
made his motion? 4f-so, 1 claim the floor, and 
move that the House adhere to its disagreement. 

Mr. COBB. I have no objection to consider- 
ing the motion as before the House, to be dis- 
posed of after my motion shall have been acted 
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1856. 
upon. The question is, whether the bill is to be || 
Jost or passed ?- ‘ J 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the | 
motion of the gentleman from Georgia. 
“Mr. STEPHENS, I wish to have the ques- 
tion taken separately upon each one of these 
motions. Let the demand for the previous ques- 
tion be first put upon the motion to recede. If | 
that motion is voted down, let the other motion 
be made, and then let the motion to adhere be last | 
put to the House, if the motion of the gentleman 
from Georgia is voted down. 

Mr. GROW. I object to debate. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I trust the previous ques- 
tion will not be sustained. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would inquire of the 
Chair whether it is not in order new to move to 
reconsider the vote by which the House refused 
a committee of conference? That motion has not 
been made. 

A Member. A motion to reconsider cannot 
be made after the second day. This is the third 


day. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is not the third day, 
because this bill is now for the first time before | 
the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If it will be in order to 
do so, as soon as the vote shall have been taken 
upon the motion of the gentleman from Georgia 
to recede, I will move to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules of the 
House, the motion to reconsider cannot be enter- 
tained. ’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair decide that 
a suspension of the joint rule, by which this bill || 
is brought up in the precise condition in which 
jt was in at the time of adjournment, does not 
put it in the power of those who voted with the 
majority to move to reconsider that vote? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has expressed 
the opinion, that under the rules of the House it | 
is not in order to move to reconsider. i} 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is no objection upon | 
this side of the House to a committee of confer- | 
ence. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
an inquiry of the Chair. The gentleman from 
Georgia has made a motion to recede. That mo- 
tion is now before the House. The gentleman 
from Maine has made a motion to adhere. Now, 
if the gentleman from Ohio makes his motion to 
insist, and ask a committee of conference, and 
all three motions are before the House, will not 
the question be first upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia to recede; next on the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio, if the first be || 
voted down; and then, if the second motion be | 
voted down, the motion to adhere will come up, | 
and we will thus have all the motions before us? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will recollect that the motion to insist and 
agree toa conference has been just refused by | 
the House. 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; but here is a motion 





be voted on before it. 
Mr. WASHBURN. I would inquire whether | 


. ° ° | 
the motion to insist does not always take prece- | 
dence? 
| 
| 


to recede, which takes precedence of it, and must | 


The SPEAKER. The motion to insist does 
not take precedence at this time. 

Mr. JONES. If the motion to adhere be not | 
admitted, and the motion to recede be admitted | 
and voted down, will it not be in order then to 


THE CON 


side of the House were willing to take a vote on 
each motion. 

Mr. MILLSON. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgia to withdraw the motion for the previous 
quesuon for one moment, until 1 can make a sug- 


| gestion to him. 


Mr. COBB. Will the gentleman make his sug- 
gestion now? 

The SPEAKER. 
eral consent. 

Several MemBers objected. 

Mr. MILLSON. If the gentleman do not 


Itcan only be done by gen- 


| withdraw the demand for the previous question, 
| and if the motion to adhere is before the House 


as well as the motion to recede, I move a call of 


the House, to be prosecuted to the extent of send- | 
| ing for absent members. 
| feated if we vote on it under present circumstances. 


The bill will be de- 


I ask for the yeas and nays on the call of the 


| House. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 83, nays 105; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S.Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Bayard 
Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, Elhott, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Thonias L. Harris, Hickman, Hofl- 
man, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glaucy Jones, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Max- 
well, MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Milison, Mor- 


\| decai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
| Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shor- 


ter, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, 


Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, 
| Warner, Williams, Winslow, and John V. Wright—283. 


NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Hillinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 
Campbeil, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coltax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 


Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, | 


Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Evans, Flagler, Giddings, Gil 
bert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Haven, Holloway, ‘Thomas 
R. Horton, Howard 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Hum- 
hrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, 
<illian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Penning- 
ton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Quitman, Ritchie, Roberts, Robi- 
son, Rust, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 


| Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
| Washburn, Welch, Whitney, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 


worth—105. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the 
motion of the gentleman from Gecrgia, [Mr. 
Coss,]| to recede from the disagreement of the 
House to the Senate’s amendment. The gentle- 
man from Maine [Mr. Wasusurn] moves that 


| the House adhere to its disagreement, and the 


previous question is called. Unless a division is 


| asked, the previous question will apply to both 


motigpns. 

Mr. STEPHENS. [I ask a division of the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I object. 

Mr. STEPHENS. It is competent to call for 
a division of the previous question. 

The previous question on Mr. Coss’s motion 
was seconded, and the main question ordered. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Is it in order to move 


the previous question on the other motion now? 
| The SPEAKER. It may be stated now or 
subsequently. 


Mr. WASHBURN. 


I will move it now. 





_ The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
it may be admitted a second time. 
_ Mr. JONES. Then that motion would come 
in now. 
_ The SPEAKER. 
it at the present time. 
Mr. COBB. I yielded the floor when I had 
made the motion to recede, in order that the gen- 
tleman from Maine might make his motion to 
adhere, for the purpose of enabling all sides of 
the House to have a vote on their favorite mo- 
tions. I nowask that by unanimous consent the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio to insist and | 
aS of conference shall also be in- 
cluded, } 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, and Mr. 
GROW objected. 
Mr. COBB. Very well; the gentleman from | 
Illinois objects. I want it known that we on this , 


make the motion to insist? 4 
} 
| 

' ' 
It is not in order to make | 





pending legitimately before the House, the Chair 
is of opinion that the previous question may be 
called on it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The previous question may 


after the other vote is taken. 
Mr. COMINS. I rise to a question of order. 
Is the bill which you have taken from the Speak- 


ended on the 18th instant? 

The SPEAKER. 
House by the resolution of the Senate in which 
' the House concurred. 


The yeas and nays were ordered on Mr. Coss’s | 


| motion. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 97, nays 100; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hendiey 


i 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, | 


The SPEAKER. The motion to adhere being | 


be called on it; but the vote cannot be taken until | 


er’s table a living thing, or did it not die with | 
the expiration of the session of Congress, which | 


It was brought before the | 
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S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W.Cobb, Cox, Craige, Craw 
ford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dow- 
dell, Edmundson, Elliou, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, J. Mortison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, 
Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Alexander K. Magshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, 
|| Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
|| didge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
}| Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, 
|| Talbott, ‘aylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, 
||} Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 
|| B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—97. 
|} NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Com- 
| ins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, 
Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, 
Edwards, Emrie, Fiagier,Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Gran- 
er, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, 
1} lughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchic, Roberts, Robison, Sage, Sapp, 
|} Seott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
; Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash 
| burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth— 100. 

So the House refused to recede from its dis- 
agreement to the Senate amendment. 
Pending the call of the roll, * 

Mr. BUFFINTON said: On this 
\| have paired off with Mr. Caruice. 

vote I should vote ** no.’’ 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to recon- 
| sider the vote just taken. I desire to know 
| whether, if it be reconsidered, it will then be in 
| order to move that the House further insist on 
| its disagreeing vote, and give the committee of 
| conference which was asked by the Senate at the 
|| last session, my purpose being to respond to the 
| call which the Senate has made? 
|| The SPEAKER. The question before the 
| . 
House is thatthe House adhere; and on that the 
|| main question has been called. If the House 
| should reconsider the vote whereby the House 
refused to recede, the question immediately recurs, 
will the House recede? 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. Could that motion not be 
|} modified ? 
|| The SPEAKER. It could not be modified. 
|| The House would be immediately brought to the 
|| question, ** Will the House recede from its disa- 
| greement?’’ ‘Then, that question being disposed 
| of, it would come back on the motion of the 
|| gentleman from Maine to adhere, after which it 
| would be in order to move that the House insist. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the Chair to 
|| rule that, if the motion to adhere be voted down, 
|| it will then be in order to move to agree to the 
| Senate’s request for a committee of conference? 
| Mr. WINSLOW, (at twenty-five minutes after 
|| two o’clock, p.m.) I move that the House do 
| now adjourn. 
| ‘The motion was not agreed to. 
Mr. PHELPS. 
| of the House? 
| The SPEAKER. It is in order. 
| 





| 
| 
| 


uestion I 
f Lhad a 


Is it in order to move a call 


| 
| 


Mr. PHELPS. 1 make that motion. 

Mr. WINSLOW. 1 move that the House do 
now adjourn, and call for tellers. 
|| ‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Pe.ton and 
|| WinsLow were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
Laer fifty-eight, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The previous question was seconded on Mr. 
Wasusurn’s motion. 

Mr. MILLSON called for the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The main question was ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 98, nays 97; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, | neg Billingburst, Bingham, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, James H. Cainpbell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Colfax. Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, ‘Tim- 
othy Davis, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, 
| Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gil 
bert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Kaight, Know!- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, 
Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, 


| 
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Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Penning- | 
ton, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, 
Hage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


I observe that at this 
uite thin. Before the 


Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwatader C. || resolution is disposed of, if nobody else makes 


Waeibarne, Eltihu B&B. Washburne, tsracl) Washburn, 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—98. 
NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hend- 
ley 8. Bennett, Boeock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, 
Broom, Burnet, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Craw ord, Callen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Denver, Dowdell, Dann, Edtnundson, Eliott, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J, D. Fuller, 
Goode, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houst@n, Jewert, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Ketly, Kidwell, Lake, 
Letcher, Lindley, Luinpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum 
phrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMutlin, | 
McQueen, Smith Milleg Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, | 
Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ricand, | 
Rivers, Rutha, Sandidge. Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel 

A. Smith, William Smith, Witham R. Smith, Sneed, Ste 
phens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, Under- | 
wood, Vail. Valk, Walker, Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, | 
Witlhiams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, 
und Zollicotfer—97. 


So the motion to adhere was agreed to. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. ROBISON stated that he was outside the | 
bar when his name was called, or he should have | 
voted “ay = 

Mr. RUST stated that he was unavoidably | 
absent when his name was called. 

On motion of Mr. MATTESON, (at ten min- 
utes before three o’clock,) the House adjourned | 
until Monday next, at twelve o’clock, m, 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, -2ugust 25, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Srepnen P. Hive. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. | 
LAWS OF KANSAS. 


Mr. WELLER. I ask the unanimous con- | 
rent of the Senate to introduce a bill of which I 
have not given notice. 

Mr. BIGGS. What is its title? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
be read. 

‘The Secretary read it, as follows: 


A bill abrogating certain laws enacted by the || 


Legislative Council of the Territory of Kansas. 

Mr. BIGGS. I object. 

Mr. WELLER. Then I give notice that I 
shall introduce the bill to-morrow. The rules 
require one day’s notice to be given. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
ate to withdraw from the files the papers presented |! 
some time ago by Mr, Forrest, proposing to sell | 
to the Government Forrest Hall, in Georgetown, | 
for a custom-house and post office. 


It is import- | 
ant to him that he have them. They are private 





On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 
Ordered, That John H. Eaton have leave to withdraw 
his petidion and papers. 
GIBBONS AND KELLY. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of | 
the Treasury, requesting the return to the ‘Treas- 
ury Department of the original papers in relation 
to the clam of Gibbons and Kelly, contractors 
for building light-houses in California, forwarded 
to the Senate on the 14th of February, 1855, under 
a resolution of January 10, 1855. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, it was 
Ordered, That the papers be returned to the Treasury 1 
} 
| 


oes 
eave was granted to withdraw the papers. 
| 


Department. 


SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first bus- | 
iness before the Senate is the resolution of the 
Senator from Delaware, [Mr. CLayton,] offered 
on Saturday, for the appointment of a committee 
of seven members to confer with a committee of | 
eleven members of the House of Representatives, || 
to take into consideration the disagreeing votes | 
of the two Houses respecting the bill making ap- | 
propriations for the support of the Army for the | 
year ending the 30th of June, 1857, with a view of | 
setthng the differences between the two Houses. 
is the Senate ready for the question on the reso- 
lution? 


' 
} 
‘ 


The title will || 


the motion, I shall move to lay it on the table. 
I can consent to no act on my part, asa member 
of this body, which can be construed into any 


concession that there ought to be negotiation or || 


conference with the House of Representatives 
upon the question which divides us, other than 
that which is strictly within the parliamentary 
rule. ‘The proposition of the honorable Senator 
from Delaware is to raise an extraordinary com- 


LOBE. 


|| Mr. MASON. I am not ready for the ques- || better be laid over until we have a full Senate 
|| tion on that resolution. 


Atranaban, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, | early hour the Senate is 


| 


| mittee, a committee of unusual numbers, and at | 


an unusual time. 
has been asked by the House of Representatives 
upon the bill now depending, and no conference 
has been asked by the Senate, of the House of 
tepresentatives upon it. 


No conference with this body || 


The last bill that was | 


before us, as | understand, according to parlia- | 


mentary forms, has been disposed of by the de- 
termination of each House to adhere. 
through the newspapers, that there is another bill 
of the same character pending before that House, 
but we have isdeived no communicauon from 
them on the subject. 

Sir, there are occasions when forms become 
substance, and | think this is one of them. The 
point of division between the two Houses is one 


that is Interesting not only to the measures of the | 


Government, but to the Constitution under which 
the Government is formed; andI confess lam not 


| one of those who think it is more important at 


any time to see how this Government is to be | 


| preserved rather than how it is to be adminis- 


| body. 
not find any parliamentary difficulty whatever in | 


tered. I shall move, as I have said, at the proper 


time, if nobody else does, to lay the resolution on | 


the table, in order that the House of Represent- 
atives may understand from the Senate, that while 
the present question is pending before us in the 
present form, none other than strictly parliament- 


ary intercourse will be held with them, and no | 
| topic be permitted to intervene, except strictly | 


the appropriations for the Army. I will notmake 
the mowon at this time if any gentleman desires 
to discuss the question. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, Iam not a 
stickler for forms when there is a question of 
such deep interest to the country before the 
Qui heret in litera heret in cortice. Ido 


| adopting the course which I have recommended; 


| but, on the contrary, after having searched the 


Manual and the precedents as far as I can, this is 


| the only course that I can find which is left to the 


I ask the consent of the Sen- || 


' 
i 


Senate consistently with its own dignity and sense 
of propriety. The honorable gentleman says, 
and truly, that the bill which was immediately 
before us has been destroyed by the adhering 
vote; but we know well that we sent a bill back 


to the House of Representatives that is not dis- 


osed of, which isin the very same terms a#this. 
Phat bill is still pending, and is by a resolution 
kept sull before Congress. There is groundwork 
enough, if we desire to settle this question at all, 
for us to proceed upon. I humbly submit, sir, 
that in a great exigency like this we should not 
stickle upon forms; it is too deeply interesting to 
the country. Let us do our duty, and let the 
House of Representatives take its own course 
and its own responsibility. We, after having 


done what we think right in regard to the meas- || 


ures that have come here, should freely propose 
to them, and the country I think willexpect that 
we should propose to them, a committee of con- 
ference on the whole question, and see if we can 
agree; and if it be not possible to agree, then we 
can go to the country upon the issues that seem 
to be courted by the gentleman from New York, 
{Mr. Sewarp.] 

Sir, | am too unwell and have suffered too 
much to undertake to address the Senate at any 
length on this subject. - [ fee! deeply upon it. I 


| have the greatest anxiety that this committee of 


conference should be appointed. | have the most 


entire confidence, that if such a committee be ap- | 
pointed, a measure can be proposed that will be per- | 


fectly consistent with the honor of both Houses, 
and wiil settle this question, ers the Army, 
and save us from anarchy and civil war. 


and hope the yeas and nays will be taken on the 
question, 


Mr. HUNTER. I think the resolution had 


I see | 


I will | may brin 
detain the Senate no longer, but ask for a vote, |! ways of 








pee 


| Let it be taken up at one o’clock. There ; 
' manifestly not a quorum here now. , 
| Mr. CLAYTON. I will not object to that. 
| Mt. WELLER. What are we to do be 

' now and one o’clock? 

Mr. MASON. If the Senator from Delawar. 
will permit the resolution to be disposed of fo, 
the present, I will move that the Senate take 4 
recess until half past one o’clock. 

. Mr.CLAYTON. Why? Is there no quorun 
ere? 

Mr. WELLER. We have nothing to doeyey, 
if we had a quorum. 

Mr. MASON. I move to postpone the con. 
sideration of the resolution until half past one 
o’clock, with a view to a recess. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have some reason to hp. 
lieve that a message may be expected from the 
House of Representatives announcing to the 
Senate the death of one of the members of that 
House. Under these circumstances I submit 
whether it is not better to remain as we are. 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. CLAYTON. A vote may be taken on 
my resolution. If no Senator desires the yeas 
and nays on it, I do not. 

Mr. CLAY. I hope that course will not be 
adopted. I want to wait until we have a quorum, 
We have not a quorum here now. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I do not know how that 
|| fact is. s 

Mr. CLAY. I propose that we take an in- 
formal recess, as itis suggested by the Senator 
from New York, that we may have a communi- 

cation from the House shortly. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be 

|| no objection, an informal recess will be taken, 
| until a message shall be received from the House. 


SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Cutiom, their Clerk, 
announcing that the House concurred in the joint 
resolution of the Senate for the suspension of so 
much of the 2Ist joint rule as prohibits business 
from being resumed at a new session of Congress 
within six days, to permit the House to take up 

the bill (H. R. No. 153) making appropriations 
for the support of the Army for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1857. 


DEATH OF HON. JAMES MEACHAM. 


The following message was afterwards received 
from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Cut- 
Lom, their Clerk: 

Mr. Presipent: I am directed by the House of Rep- 
| resentatives to announce the death of the Hon. James 
; Meacuam, late a Representative from the State of Ver- 
| mont, and to communicate to the Senate the proceedings 
of the House of Representatives thereon. 


The resolutions of the House were read. 


Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, the message we 
have just received from the House of Represent- 
| atives brings to us the melancholy announcement, 
that death has again entered that Hall, and taken 
from our midst another of our associates in the 
legislative councils of the nation. During the 

session preceding the last Congress, the sad duty 
| devolved upon me of announcing to the Senate 
'the death of my immediate associate and col- 
|| league upon this floor. This morning it becomes 
| again my painful duty formally to announce to 
| this body the intelligence, which had already 
iereached us through the swift-winged telegraph, 
| of the sudden and lamented death of a colleague, 
| and my own immediate Representative upon the 
| floor of the other House. 
The Hon. James Meacnam, a member of the 
| 


tWeen 











House of Representatives from the State of Ver- 

mont, died on the morning of Saturday last, the 
| 23d instant, at his residence in Middlebury, in 
|, that State, at the age of forty-six years. T'wo 
|| weeks ago he left this city on account of the im- 
|| paired state of his health, with the hope and for 
| the purpose of seeking quiet and rest and resto- 
|| ration in the retirement and seclusion, and amidst 
| the more congenial influences of his own home. 


| How true it is that ‘* we know not what a day 
forth!’? How true it is that * the 

rovidence are inscrutable”’ by the mind 

|| of.frail and finite man! He went home but to 
| return to his post of honor and of public duty no 
‘more. He went home buttodie. He went home, 
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i lay down to die amidst those he loved, and 





nt 

, loved and honored him. He went home but 
7 onl his immediate and last farewell of wife 
and children, of kindred and friends, and all there 
is if earth. 


\lr. MEACHAM Was a native of my own county 
; nof Rutland, in the State of Vermont, 
here Pe was born in 1810, of humble but re- 
cnectable parentage. He was bereft of both father 
d mother in his early youth. Without patrimo- 
and without the care and guidance of parental 
-ounsels, he was cast, an orphanchild, upon the 
chances and accidents of life, thrown upon his 
own resources, and left to give shape and direc- 
yn to his own fortunes amidst a frowning and 
haritable world, 
wut of false pride in the time of his most suc- 
ssful fortunes whieh could regard it as any 
Jisparacement to his character, his influence, or 


and yw 


He had none of that senti- | 


his rising fame, that several of his earlier years | 


spent in the cabinet-maker’s shop. His 
yicorousand active mind, however, sought a more 
extended sphere of exertion and usefulness. His 
early and earnest desire was for a liberal edu- 
cation; and his native energy and enterprise of 
character enabled him to make the requisite prepa- 
ration for admission to college; and, with the aid 
of a few family friends, he passed through a full 
and regular course of academic study at Middle- 
bury College, where he graduated in 1832, with 


marked credit and distincuon, for general scholar- | 


ship. 

A fter the completion of his academical course 
of studies, he spent some ume as a teacher, in 
the capacity of principal of the academy at St. 
Alban’s, and as a tutor in his own alma mater, 
meanwhile pursuing a course of study prepara- 
tory to the ministration of the Gospel, and which 
he completed at the Theological Seminary at 
Audover, Massachusetts. Shortly after he left 
that institution, he was installed as the pastor of 
the Congregational Church and Society in New- 
Haven, Vermont, where he officiated for several 
years with great acceptance to that people. A 


vacancy having occurred in the chair of ‘* Elocu- | 


tion and English Literature’’in Middlebury Col- 


lege, he was invited to the charge of that profess- | 


orship by the unanimous voice of the board of 
trustees of that institution, and which was ac- 
cepted by him upon deliberate consideration, with 
the reluctant assent of his church and society in 
New-Haven. He officiated in this capacity for 
some years with singular ability and with great 
credit to himself and the institution; when, in 
1849, a vacancy occurring in the national House 
of Representatives from the district in which he 
resided, on account of the resignation of Hon. 
George P. Marsh, then recently appointed Min- 
ister Resident at the Court of the Ottoman Porte 
at Constantinople, Mr. Meacnam was selected 
with great unanimity by his district to fill the 
vacancy. The indorsement of four successiye 
elections, by large and decisive majorities, attests 
the appreciation of his character, his ability and 
services, by an intelligent constituency. He had 
also been placed in nomination for a fifth term, 
which, had he lived, would, without question, on 
to-morrow week have been ratified by a more 
emphatic voice from the freemen of the district 
than at any former election. 

During most of his term of service in the House 
he has taken an active and prominent part in the 
business of legislation, and participated to a con- 
siderable extent in the discussions upon the lead- 
ing questions of the day which came before that 
body. During the late protracted and exciting 
session he held the important and responsible 
position of chairman of the Committee for the 
District of Columbia; and during the preceding 
four years he was one of the tnree members o 
the House of Representatives to whom was 
assigned, by the presiding officer of that House, 
the honorable trust and position of Regent of the 
Smithsonian Institution; and at the time of his 
death he was a member of the board of trustees 
of Middlebury College. 

Such, Mr. President, is a very brief and imper- 
fect statement of the public career and services of 
James Meacuam, which have now been sud- 
denly cut short by his melancholy death. The 
several places of distinction and honor which had 
been rapidly conferred upon him manifest the 


high appreciation of his character, and show forth 


the high estimation in which he was held by! 


those who knew him longest and who knew him | 
best. The story of such a life—the honors which 
in subsequent years gathered thick and fast 
around the apprenticed youth of the workshop— 
furnish but another and a striking exemplification 
of the elevating and ennobling character, and the 


| beneficent influence, of the civil institutions of 


our popular system of government—a Govern- 
ment which opens the pathways to honorable dis- 


| tinction alike to all, and which invites to seats of 


honor within the inner temple of fame the meri- 
torious and the well-deserving from among the 
humblest, as well as from among the highest and 


| the oe of the sons of Men. 


The impaired state of Mr. Meacnam’s health | 
for the past two years, and especially during 

the late session, had in a considegable measure | 
disabled him from taking the active part in the 
discharge of his public duties which he had hith- 
erto been accustomed to give to them. When 
he came here at the opening of the present Con- 
gress disease had already made its boop impress 
upon his countenance, and .eemed to have marked 
him asan early vietim for the grave. He still 
expressed the hope and the confidence that the 
returning warmth and genial influence of the 
coming spring and summer time would bring with 
them returning health and strength and vigor to 
his enfeebled frame. The spring and the summer 


wings for him. The king of terrors had set his 
seal upon him, and but too early claimed his 
victim. 
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James Mreacnam was generously gifted by | 


nature. Possessing an active and logical mind, 
he was a terse and vigorous writer, and a ready 
and forcible public speaker. 
disciplined by severe study, and was well stored 
with classic literature and general knowledge. 
He was a man of thought and reflection; firm and 
decided in the opinions he had deliberately formed, 
and which he was in the habit of expressing with 
entire frankness and freedom, yet observing all 
that deference and courtesy towards the dissent- 
ing opinions of others which belong to his char- 
acter and his position. 

I owe it to the occasion and to the truth to 
say, as his friend in life and his mourner in death, 


| 
' 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
|} time came, but they brought no healing on their | 
| 
| 


were not all unmarred by faults and failings into 
which temptation has but too often led the best 
and the noblest of our race. 
may ask, Mr. President, has not his faults and 
failings? To say that he had them not would be 
to claim for him an exemption from the frailties 
of our common humanity. But he had his vir- 
tues, too, and they were many and marked. Let 


| of the living. We would cast the vail of charity 
over the errors of his life, whatever they may 
| have been, and let them rest and be forgotten in 
the silence and the sacredness of the tomb. 

This afflictive bereavement brings sadness and 
sorrow to hearts whereof the outward world takes 
little note. Lam notabout to enter the chamber of 
private grief. I would tread softly on the thresh- 
old which opens to the house of mourning. I 





hope which has fallen with such crushing weight 

upon that afflicted household. May He who 
| gave, and whose right it is to take away, sustain 
by His mighty arm that stricken family cirele in 
this hour of their severe and sadden trial; and 
may they feel the supporting and grateful assur- 
ance that He who has brought upon them this 
deep affliction ‘* doeth all things well!’’ 

Mr. President, we are again admonished of our 
own frailty, of our own mortality. Our daily 
counsels are once more arrested by the messen- 
ger of death. Once and again, and now and again, 
has this ‘* king of terrors’’ stalked into our very 
midst. Missouri, Virginia, and now my own 
| State, have each in quick succession been called to 

follow in the solemn funereal train. Is it not well 
for us to pause from our daily business for a brief 
hour to look on the work of death? Is it not 
well for us, when the voice of the ‘* destroying 
| angel’’ is sounding in our ears, that we should 
| cease for a little while from the cares and dis- 
| quietudes of our daily avocations; that the tumult 
| of our daily strife may be hushed for a moment 
| in the presence-chamber of death; that we may 
see, and feel, and know that we, too, are mortal, 





And who of us, I | 


would not lift the vail which hides from the | 
world’s cold gaze the desolation of heart and of | 


His mind had been | 


| that his liberal endowments and shining qualities | 


them survive and be cherished in the memories || 


ul 
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that we, too, are dying men? And, above all, is 
it not well and wise that, amid the cares, and the 
strifes, and the tumults, and the angry collisions 
which surround us, we should give heed to the 
voice which speaks to as from the skies, in tones 
of solemn admonition, ** be ye also ready !”’ 

I offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Senate receives with sincere vegret 
the announcement of the death of the Hon. James Mea 
CHAM, late a member of the House ef Representatives from 
the State of Vermont, and tenders to the relatives of the 
deceased the assurance of their sympathy with them under 
the bereavement they have been called to sustain 

Resolve That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to transmit to the family of Mr. Meacua™ a certified copy 
of the foregoing resolution 

Resolved, As a mark of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS Mr. President, I rise to 
second the adoption of these resolutions, It was 
my fortune to have been born in the same county 
with the deceased. I knew him in early life. 
There was much tn his early history, and in the 
struggles and efforts which he made, to comnimnd 
my hearty sympathy After a long separation 
we met again in these Halls, and we have been 
associated in the regency of the Smithsonian tn- 
stitution. Hence | may say that | knew him 
well, and { may also add that every man who 
knew him well must have bad the highest and 
most sincere respect for his character. He was 
a bold, true, faithful man, to the principles of 
action which he beheved to be right. There was 
much in his character to admire, much in his 
social qualities to love It was with the deepest 
pain that | heard of his decease. It brought back 
to my mind many, many early reflections and 
associations that have been very affecting, and 
must leave a lasting impression on my mind. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 25, 1856. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- 
proved. 

The SPEAKER stated the business first 
order to be the call of committees for reports. 

RETURN OF ABSENT MEMBERS. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Irise to what I suppose 
to be a privileged question. 1 offer the following 
resolution: 


in 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at- Arms be directed to arrest, 
and bring to the bar of the House, all such members as are 
absent from this city; that the Clerk of the House be in 
structed to cause a copy of this resolution to be telegraphed 
to the capital of each State, to be published in the two 
papers having the largest circulation, and that he be author 
ized to pay the expense of the same out of the contingent 
fund of the House. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
not a privileged question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The rules of the House 
provide an ample remedy for compelling the at- 
tendance of absent members. 1 hope the motion 
will be voted down, 

Mr. HOUSTON I demand the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 87, nays 99; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Barksdale, Bell, Hend 
ley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Brauch, Brooks, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Caskie, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson K. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Craw 
ford, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, 
Edwards, Elliott. Evans, Florence, Goode, Greenwood, J. 
Morrison Harris, Saimpson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L.. Harriv, 
Haven, Hickman, Hotiman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, 
MeMuilin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phetps, Powell, Quitman, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Simiuh, Sneed, 
Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Vatk, 
Watker, Warner, Wheeler, Whimey, Williams, Winstow, 
Joon V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—*7 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Ailison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffintou, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Darrell, Henry 
Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dunn, Durfee, Emrie, Etheridge, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, ‘Thomas 
R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Kivg, Knapp, 
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Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, M 
Carty, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, 
Pennington, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, 
Robison, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, 
Fiephens, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Todd, Vrafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- 


dron, Cadwalader C. 


worth—%9. 

So the rules were not suspended, two thirds 
not having voted therefor. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. HORTON, of Ohio, stated that on his 
return to the city he learned that he fad been 
paired off by his friends with Mr. Reapy. Ac- 
quiescing in that arrangement, he therefore de- 
cline d to vote. 


Mr. ROBBINS stated that he had paired off 


with Mr. EEnNGuisu. 

Mr: SNEED stated that on Tuesday last he 
met Mr. Puryear in Richmond, who had not 
then received any certain information of this 
called session, but stated that, if he should re- 
ceive such information, he should return here as 
£90n as possible, 


DEATH OF HON. JAMES MEACHAM. 


Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Speaker, being the only 
Representative now present from my State, it 
becomes my sad duty to inform the House of 
the decease of my colleague, the Hon. James 
Meracuam. . 

At twelve o’clock, m., on Saturday last—not 
having been apprised of his condition since his 
departure from this city—hoping that the cooler 
and more bracing atmosphere of the North had 


proved beneficial to his system, and seeing that we | 


were not likely to adjourn immediately, I sent a 
telegraphic dispatch summoning him to return 
here without delay; but he had already obeyed 


that higher summons —a more swift dispatch — | 
to which we all must in turn give heed, and had 


departed to 


“The undiscover’d country, from whose bourn 
No traveler returns.”? 


This event took place at three o’clock on Sat- 


urday morning last, at his residence in Middle- | 


bury, Vermont. On Tuesday preceding our recent 


adjournment he left here, by the advice of his | 


»yhysician, to join his family; and, before we had 
I ard of his arrival there, we are surprised by 
the announcement of his death. 
been failing, as was apparent ta us all, from the 
commencement of the session; and at some pe- 
riods he was so ill and suffered so much as to 
excite not only the apprehension of his friends, 
but of himself. It was my fortune to be fre- 
quently with him upon such occasions; and in 
one of these desponding moods, walking in the 


front Capitol grounds, he volunteered to give me | 
a few facts relating to his early history, with | 
which I was unacquainted, remarking that I | 


might be called upon to use them at no distant 
day. Lrallied him by saying that his chances 


for life, with his naturally robust frame, were far | 


better than mine; but, if he desired to make so 
poor a trade, | would exchange facts with him— 
my trash for his riches. His little boy (then 
here) running up to us at the moment, broke off 
the story in the middle, never to be resumed. 
And now he is broken eff in the meridian of life, 
and in the midst of usefulness; but, we trust, in 
the Christian’s hope, to be resumed and renewed 
in the life incorruptible and immortal. 

Little dreaming that any recurrence to that 


conversation would ever become necessary, I did | 
° . . | 
but half garner in my memory his modest, and, 


as I now find, far too meager recital of some events 
in his personal history. 

James Meacuam was born in the town of Rut- 
land, Vermont, A. D. 1810, and was consequently 
at the time of his decease forty-six years of age. 
He lost his parents while a mere youth, and was 
thus left to commence the battle of life with no 
resource but an active and vigorous constitution. 
He disclosed at once his mastery over himself 
and the accidents of his position by putting 
both his hands and his mind stern!y to their daily 
task. While serving an apprenticeship in his 
native town, in a cabinet-maker shop, he found 
time and means to prepare himself for admission 
to Middlebury College, and from this institution 
he subsequently graduated with marked distinc- 
tion. After remaining there a year or two as 
tufor, he prepared himself for the ministry at the 


Washburne, Ellitia B. Washburne, | 
Ierac! Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- | 


His health had 


e- || Andover Theological Institution, and then be- 


| 





| 
| 
| 


| had received the appointment of Minister to Con- 
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Newhaven, Vermont. After afew years of most 
acceptable labor here, where his discourses, by 
their fervor, point, and classic elegance, had 


secured the foundation of a growing reputation, | 


his alma mater sought and obtained his services 
by calling him to the professorship of elocution 
and English literature. This station he filled for 


| three or four years with equal honor to himself || 


and advantage to the institution. 

In A. D. 1849, he was first elected a member 
of this House, to fill a vacancy occasioned by the 
resignation of the Hon. George P. Marsh, who 


Tr 
the announcement of the death of Hon. James M 
. . « | 
came a settled pastor of the church in the town of 








stantinople. After four successive elections he 
was again a candidate, by the unanimous nomi- 
nation of his party, for a fifth term of service in 
this body. 

For the past four years, and until the com- 
mencement of the present session of Congress, 
when his failing health admonished him to decline 
its honors and its labors, he was an intelligent 


| member of the Regency of the Smithsonian In- 


stitution, where he was recognized by his asso- 
ciates as a man of superior mind, who not only 


| appreciated the objects of that institution, but 
| had an enlightened comprehension of the scope 


and utility of the various means adopted by the 


board to carry out the design of its beneficent |; 


founder. If any difference as to measures arose, 


| he showed thatit was not a blind and unreason- 


ing difference; and exhibited, by his independent 


| course of thought, the full strength of his posi- 


tion. He took manifest interest in this institu- 
tion ** for the increase and diffusion of knowl- 
edge among men,’’ and gave punctual and care- 
ful attention to all its business. 

In the present Congress he filled the important 
post of chairman of the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

My first acquaintance with Mr. Meacuam, 
commencing when we met herein December last, 
affords me little knowledge of 

‘¢ That best portion of a good man’s life— 


His little, nameless, unremeinber’d acts 
Of kindness and of love ;”’ 


so that I have been compelled to confine myself 
to his public character, and to the dry detail of 
facts, though I may say that in my personal in- 
tercourse with him, while he was a man of de- 


| cided spirit, and while his disease tended to fold 
| him in the genus irritabile, I have found him 
| gentle, kind, and touchingly grateful for any 


solicitude manifested in his behalf. 

He was a man of marked ability, ripeness of 
judgment, indomitable will, and unwavering in- 
tegrity; His scholarship, never ostentatious, 
was varied, solid, and useful. As a debater, he. 
appeared, perhaps, too rarely, never except to 
discuss some question immediately before the 
House, and then always commanded the most 
respectful attention. His arguments were always 
clear and cogent. His diction, distinguished for 
its terseness and purity, was enforced by an 
earnest and energetic delivery. But, with so 
many qualifications for usefulness to his country 
and for increasing the brightness of his own fame, 
his career is closed forever, and we have only to 
express the brief tribute of our grief for his loss. 

te leaves to deplore his fate a devoted wife 
and an interesting family, whose grief will suffer 
no diminution because a large and intelligent 
circle of acquaintances are touched with kindred 
sorrow, nor because his district, alive with thou- 
sands of unfaltering friends, is suddenly ranked 
as his chief mourner. 

In our brief career this is the third instance 
where we have seen the ambition of one of our 
fellow-members forever extinguished, the hope 
of families crushed, and the pride of States ob- 
scured. Such lessons as these should lead us to 
pause and review our actions, abate our heated 
strifes, and teach us the real value of the trans- 
itory things which now so wholly engross our 
passions and affections. Are we ready to bear 
the great final ordeal to which our brothers have 
been subjected only a little in advance? 

*“°Tis greatly wise to talk with our past hours, 

And ask them what report they bore to Heaven.” 

Mr. Speaker, [ move the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with deep regret 
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a member of this House from Vermont. =sOman, 
Resolved, That this House tenders its sympathy 
widow and family of the deceased, and, as a testimonial of 
respect, that the members and officers of this House ‘ : 
go into mourning by wearing crape on their left arm for 
-thirty days. 2 
Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be 
communicated to the widow of the deceased. * 


Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect, this House 
do now adjourn. ad 


Mr. HOWARD. Mr. Speaker, I do not risa 
for the purpose of entering upon any extended 
eulogium upon the character of the deceased, | 
rise simply to second the resolutions which haya 

| been offered. But, sir, [deem it proper to state 
that it is now nearly a quarter of a century since 
I was first brought into contact with the distin. 
guished deceased. We were brought into rel,- 
tions with each other, which, to me at least, were 
| most endearing, and most important to my future 
prospects. In these relations I received such 
constant kindness, such care and such interes; 
for my future welfare, in connection with others 
bearing the same relations, that I have ever fe}; 
that | owed to him a debt of gratitude which | 
could never repay, but which I the more cheer. 
fully acknowledge. 

I will not, as | said before, enter upon any ex- 
tended remarks upon'the character of the deceased. 
The short time in which we have associated here 
makes it far more proper that I should leave this 
tribute to those who have been longer connected 
with him in this field of action. But, sir, our com- 
| mon nativity, and the circumstances I have men- 
| tioned, connected with my early education, and 
| the suddenness of the announcement which has 

been made, have greatly increased the force of the 
shock. 

The last interview I had with the Hon. James 
Meacuam was scarcely ten days ago. We were 

then anticipating a meeting to occur this week, 
|in which both of us were to mingle in the scenes 
| of our early youth; there to seék repose, and 
/recruit our shattered health. To-morrow we 
were to have met under the very walls of our 
| alma mater. ‘To-day his voice is hushed in death, 
and mine mingles falteringly in the sad ceremonies 
\of the occasion. Surely, *‘In the midst of life 
we are in death.”’ 
| Mr. Speaker, I second the resolutions. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, the marked 

/ attention the House has given to what has just 
| been said, is no more than might have been 
expected from those who knew James Meacuam 
as he was known to us. When, but recently, 
we were summoned to the post of duty, we did 
_not suppose he was so soon to be summoned to 
the presence of his God. But, sir, the vacant 
| seat, and the sad announcement we have just 
_ heard, mingle our warning with the assurance 
| that he is dead. 

This Hall, so often swayed by passion, so often 
| the theater of a noble rivalry, is now the apart- 
| ment of sorrow. Faces which yesterday beamed 
with animation, show signs of grief to-day. 
Hearts which then beat anxiously, while watch- 
|ing the result of impending struggles, are now 
sad and subdued; and I am pleased that it is so; 
for with all our imperfections, under the antag- 
onistic influences which more or less control our 
| actions and opinions, none are to be found who 
/can withhold the tear of sympathy at an hour 
| like this. . 
| «4 colleague is dead. Though brief the announce- 
| ment, what more can be said to impress us with 


tO the 


| charity and forbearance, or teach the folly of 


/ambition and the vanity of earthly things? But 
that announcement is doubly impressive when 
_we are told that, of us all, James Meacuam was 
| the ‘* shining mark’’ at which the shaft of death 
was hurled. , 

| As he was for many years a member of this 
| body, I have known him during my brief con- 
| gressional career. I may say I have known him 
| intimately and well, and to all that has been so 
| justly and fitly said of his personal virtues, my 
eart yields a willing response. While his 
| bounteous hand was ever open to meritorious 
| want, his generous sympathy, his kindness and 
| gentleness of disposition, lent a radiance to the 
| circle in which = moved. Of acknowledged 
| learning, he was remarkable for his modesty. 
| Of enlarged public experience, and great abil- 
| ities, he never sought improperly to lead his 
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friends, or invite public attention to his efforts. 
Whatever he believed his duty required, he 


14 not hesitate to perform; nor did he stop to |! wounded the feelings of the most sensitive south- 


ant the cost to himself, or shrink from respons- 
Jity, because others would not share it with 
i m. Itis no small praise to say that those who 
siaced him in public life retained him there. 


They never abated their affection for the man, | 
or their confidence in the public servant. A | 
member of the present Congress, he had been 


nominated for the next. Few men of his years 
had achieved so much. None have left a purer 
fame, or one more honorably earned. 


Sut, sir, | 


| rose only to second the resolutions, and to say | 
a word because of my affectionate regard for the | 


deceased. 
jectual endowments, his many virtues, or his 
sublic services; to you and the people of his own 
State these things are known. 

But erday, he was here, giving promise of 
a nad edstiacis with the advance of years. 
To-day, we offer this last tribute to his cherished 
memory Itisall we cando. To those whose 
hearts are broken by this sad bereavement, we 
can offer no more. In this their hour of deepest 
anguish, our condolence, our sympathy, must be 
unavailing. It is pleasant, however, to know that 
wounds in the heart of infancy will not always 
bleed; that childhood may learn and love forget- 
fulness. 
effort can bring happiness or peace: she who 
taught his children to lisp the name of ** father?’ — 
whose earliest love ** made ambition virtue’’— 


I need not speak of his high intel- | 
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say that, in the business of the committee room, || 
he never uttered a sentiment that would have |} 


ern mind. Mr. Meacnam’s political opinions 
were no doubt formed from the honest conviction 
that they were right. They were, in my judg- 


| ment, erroneous; but being sensitive of that pro- 


priety which rebuked their expression in other 
than appropriate places, he pursued a course of 
conduct which enabled him always to be courte- 


| ous with those between whom and him there was 
a difference. 


As chairman of the Committee for the District 
of Columbia his bearing was dignified and polite. 
Adhering always to the strictest rules of duty, 
his trust in that relation seemed always to be 
discharged with the strictest regard to justice and 
propriety, and left no one to doubt that he was 
actuated by the most rigid impartiality. Mr. 
Meacuam possessed a richly cultivated mind, 
which, being moved by an honest heart, blended 
reason and prudence as the intimate companions 


| of his every action. 


Peace be to his nemory! Let the living be 
admonished by this sudden change of one who 
was, but a few days since, of them, but who is 


i| now of the things that were but are not; that, 
| like unto him, we may soon be called to discharge | 


|| the debt which he has paid. 
But there is one to whom no human | 


whose sympathy cheered him on in every strug- || 
gle, and shared his many triumphs:—she itis who | 


must ever be a mourner, with no consolation but 
the Christian’s hope. 


Mr. DICKSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask the priv- 


ilege of adding a few words to what has been so | 
beautifully, and at the same time so truthfully, | 


said by those who have preceded me. My ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Meacnam commenced with 


this session of Congress, and, I em free to say, | 
my first impressions of him were in the main un- | 


favorable. I thought him cold and distant. That 
feeling, however, during our daily intercourse, 
gradually, though surely, gave way; and I found 
myself, before his departure from the city, which 
was thought by many of us to be his last leave, 
drawn towards him, and receiving impressions 
of him that time alone can ever obliterate. 


Having been a practicing physician for over | 
twenty years, my heart naturally, I believe, | 
warmed towards those, either male or female, 


whom I found ministering to the wants of a sick 
room, and watching with deep solicitude the 
progress of the disease, regardless of danger to 
themselves. They have ever appeared to me as 
ministering angels, with benevolence, in bold 
relief, stamped on their brow, while underneath 


may be found, in living letters, ‘‘ thy reward | 


awaiteth thee.’’ With these I classed Mr. 
Meacuam, of Vermont. ‘*I was sick, and he 
visited me;”’ his calls were regular, and always, 


with a benign and pleasing aspect, saying, ** You | 


are looking better this morning,’’ 
soon be well again, I hope,’’ and other cheering 
aud encouraging expressions, always welcome 
to a sick chamber. I have seen him in a sick 
room, and though feeble himself, ready and 
willing to do all in his power to alleviate the dis- 
tresses of his prostrate friend. This I believe to 
have been a characteristic of Mr. Meacuam, and 
that goodness of heart and kindness of feeling 
towards his fellows were prominent traits in his 
character. Mr. Speaker, j 

him. I will not say more. 


Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. I should do 
violence, Mr. Speaker, to every emotion of my 
heart, did I withhold my humble tribute of re- 
spect for the memory of the deceased. 

Mr. Meacuam was chairman of the Commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. My acquaint- 
ance with him was but of recent date, having 
been derived from our mutual association on that 
committee. In that connection J] had daily inter- 
course with him, and it was in that sphere tha- 
the impression was deeply made on me that he 
was entitled to the highest esteem as a man. 

lt is known to this House, Mr. Speaker, that 
the lamented deceased and myself differed widely 
in polities. In that respect we entertained no sen- 
tment in common. 


| could not say less of | 


** you will | 





| the richest boon ever willed to man. 


Let his demise warn | 


us that nothing of the earth should deter us from || 


pursuing that unbroken line in life, a departure | 
from which may preclude us from the enjoyment 

of those things that are not yet, but will be, if we 

work for the possession of that bliss which is as | 
far above worldly distinctions as are the heavens 

above the earth, or the brightness of the noon- 

day’s sun to the evanescent light of the glow- 

worm. 

Invested, as we are, with the legislative func- 
tions of a nation, let this providential dispensa- 
tion be viewed as an admonition that Heaven has | 
an eye to the preservation of this Government— 
Let us divest 
ourselves of every selfish consideration, discard 
the partisan passions which, engendered, are too 


apt to sway us, and adopt that policy which will | 


best promote our national happiness and perpet- 
uate our national freedom. 

Whilst, by this national bereavement, Provi- | 
dence forcibly impressed with that divine moral 
** that in the midst of life we are indeath,’’ ithas 
necessarily inflicted wounds which none, save 
He, can heal. The loving wife has lost a devoted 


State a distinguished Representative—society a 


| beneficent member, and science a bright gem. 
| These are his virtues, which no one can detract 


| from the casket of his memory. 


‘ 
Whilst few of | 
us can hope to reach his attainments in learning, | 
we can endeavor to emulate his goodness and vir- | 
tues. The memory of the man and scholar whom | 
we regarded in life, commands our best respect 
now that he is dead. 

Mr. Speaker, this feeble tribute represents not | 


only my feelings, but those of every one of my || 


colleagues on the committee of which the de- 
ceased was chairman. ‘Humble though it be, in 
their and my name | offer it to his virtues. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. 


I rise on the present mourn- 


| ful occasion toadd my humble voice in this trib- 
| ute of respect to the memory of a deceased friend 


| and fellow-member. 





| 


Most cordially do I unite | 
in all that has been said of his virtues and intel- 
ligence. I have associated from my childhood 
with his relatives and friends. Our fathers were 
neighbors and intimate associates. Many of his | 
relatives are residents of my district. ‘To them, 


' to all his numerous friends now scattered in dif- 


ferent States, | send the assurance of my condo- | 


| lence and sympathy. 


I served with the deceased during his member- || more the meceanity because, as chairman of* the 
] 


| Committee on 


ship of this body. To his personal kindness, 
hiselevated patriotism, his devotion to his official 
duties, his dignified bearing as a statesman, I 
bear cheerful testimony. 
removed from our councils. 


We: deplore his | 


The question was then taken, and the resolu- 


tions were agreed to; and thereupon (at five min- | 


,| utes to one o’clock) the House adjourned until | 
I will do him the justice to || to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


——. ’ 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespar, August 26, 1856. 
Prayer by Rev. Sterwen P. Hirt. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
KANSAS AFFAIRS. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, at this 
brief and extraordinary session, there has been 
but little opportunity for complying with the' 


| rules; and, though | have given no notice accord- 


ing to the rules, | desire to ask leave to introduce 


| a bill to amend the act of Congress entitled ** An 


| act to organize the Territories of Nebraska and 
(| Kansas,’’ approved the 30th of May, 1854. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will require 
unanimous consent to intreduce the bill. 

Mr. BIGGS. I object. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then I give notice that 
to-morrow morning I shall ask leave to introduce 
it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 


notuce 


| will be entered. 


OLD ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


"A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Barcray, Assistant Clerk, announced 
that the House adhered to its amendment dis- 
agreed to by the Senate to the bill (H.R. No. 
153) making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the year ending 30th June, 1857. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The nouce 
will be entered. 

KANSAS LAWS. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire now to introduce a 
bill of which I gave notice yWterday. 

There being no objection, leave was granted; 
and the bill (S. No. 464) amendatory of an act 
passed the 30th of May, 1854, entitled * An act 
to organize the Territories of Nebraska and 
Kansas,’’ was read the first time, and ordered 


| to a second reading. 


\| tories of this Union. ' 
| only the organic law, but the Constitution of the 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to move that the bill 
be printed; and | give notice that I shall call itup 
to-morrow, and endeavor to obtain the action of 
the Senate upon it. I deem it a matter of very 
great importance. I am exceedingly anxiour to 
get away from here, and am willing to do all in 
my power to obviate the difficulties that now exist 
between the two branches of Congress. This is 
precisely the same provision which is contuined 
in the eighteenth section of a bill which we sent 


| some time ago to the House of Representatives. 
husband—the fond child a dutiful parent—the || 


The House, in a different form, have also ex- 
pressed their dissent to those laws which are now 
in force in the Territory of Kansas. I know 
very well that no prosecutions have taken place 
under those laws, nor has an attempt as yet been 
made to enforce them; but they are so infamous 
in their character, that I am unwilling they should 
stand upon the statute-book of any of the Terri- 
I believe they violate not 


United States. I am anxious, therefore, to do all 
in my power to wipe them out. ‘This proposition 


| has already, as I have said before, received the 


sanction of the Senate. It is true, the House of 
Representatives take shelter under other pro- 
visions of the bill. I do not wish that it shall be 
within the power of the President of the United 
States to enforce a single one of those laws which 
are abrogated by the provisions of this bill. 

But, sir, | have no disposition to trespass upon 
the attention of the Senate now. I have not 
engaged in the discussion of this question during 
the last session. I have purposely avoided it. 
I do not participate in that feeling which seems 
to have taken possession of those engaged in the 
discussion of it; but I am anxious to go as far 
as I dare go in relieving the Government from the 
difficulty m which it is now placed. I feel, the 


ilitary Affairs, I am brought 


| directly in contact with that department of the 


| 

| departure. In his death we have lost an able || 

| member, and that noblest work of God, an “‘hon- | 
| est man.”’ 
| 


| Government, and am anxious that that right arm 


He has been suddenly || of the public service shall not be palsied at the 


resent time. 

Mr. BIGGS. I ask for the reading of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has been 
read the first time. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to remark that the 
publications in the Intelligencer and the Union, 
this morning, are both inaccurate. ‘They have 
taken the eighteenth section of the bill introduced 


a 2 Ses 


; 


eer 





i 


iy t= oy eau ee teeta entr on emene ties aan maan nea 


re § 


Se haeceed crite 





















































































































































pa eres cert PA gD erm 
Le iced hem Momaeel eee rosin 




































































Sa ESTE CLD. 





































































































































































































: 





i, 








OEE PN, 4 iam 
ag 


Spe E 5 








7 scsi pene ny 




































30 


by the Senator from Georgia, {[Mr. Toomss,] as 


with the section as it finally passed the Senate. 
It vl] be recollected that that section was amend- 
ed on the motion of my friend from Missourt, 
(Mr. Geyer.| That amendment is contained in 
the bill which I have introduced; and hence it 
will be discovered that the publications in the 
Intelligencer and the Union are both inaccurate. 
Th leave out the amendment made on 
motion of the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. BIGGS. With that explanation I desire 
jt to be read. 

Mr. WELLER. 
time, and printed, 

Mr. BIGGS. I move to refer it to the Com- 
mittee on ‘Territories. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be 
no objection the bill will be read a second time. 
‘The Chair hears none. 


Ihe 





ov 
y 


Let it be read the second 


bill was read a second time. It provides 


that, ‘nasmuch as the Constitation of the United | 


States and the organic act of Kansas Territory 
have secured to the inhabitants thereof certain 
ible rights, of which they cannot be de- 
peived by any legislative enactment, therefore no 
religious test shall ever be required as a qualifi- 
cation to any office or public trust; no law shall 
be in force or enforced in the Territory respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or of the right of the peo- 
ple peaceably to assemble and petition for the 
redress of grievances; the right of the people to 
be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
effects, against unrm@asonable searches and seiz- 
ures, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall 
issue but upen probable cause, supported by oath 
or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched, and the person or things 
to be seized; nor shall the rights of the people to 
keep and bear arms be infringed. No person 
shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise 


inalien 


infamous crime, unless op a presentment or in- 
dictment of a grand jury; nor shall any person be 
subject for the same offense to be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled 
in any criminal case to be a wimess against him- 
self, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use without just 
compensation. In all criminal prosecution, the 
accused shall enjoy the mght to a speedy and 
public tonal by an tmpartial jury of the district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been previously ascer- 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with 
the witvesses against him; to have compulsory 
process of obtaming witnesses in his favor, and 
to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 
The privilege of habeas corpus shall not be sus- 
pended unless when, in case of rebellion or inva- 
sion, the public safety may require it. Ip suits 
al common law, where the value in controversy 
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved; and no facttried by jury 
shall be otherwise reéxamined in any court of 
the United States than according to the rules of 
the common law. Excessive bail shall not be 
required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel 
and unusual punishments inflicted. No law 
shall be made, or have force or effect in the Ter- 
ritory, Which shall require a test oath or oaths to 
support any act of Congress, or other legislative 
act, as a qualification forany civil office or public 
trust, or for any employment or profession, or to 


serve as a juror, or vote at an election, or which | 


shall impose any tax upon or condition to the 
exercise of the right of suffrage by any qualified 
voter, or which shall restrain or prohibit the free 
discussion of any law or subject of legislation in 
the Territory, or the free exprgssion of opinion 
thereon by the people of the Territory. 

Mr. BAYARD. I can vote for this bill not 
exactly for the reason stated by the honorable 
Senator from California, but because I look upon 
itus a declaration of mghts merely. 
to de now what perhaps it would have been as 
well to have done in originally organizing the 
territorial government; thatis, make a declaration 
of rights for the protecyon of the people there, 


whilst they remain in a territorial condition, || 


the 


the Tuesday succeeding the first 
next, at which time all persons who were actual bona fide | 
| resident citizens of said Territory on the first day of May, | 


It proposes | 
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'| could form no constitution until they become a 
it was first reported, instead of taking the bill | 


State. I think it is right that we should do now 
what did not occur to us then, as no such diffi- 
culties had existed in previous cases in the organ- 
ization of ‘Territories. 
objection to voting for this bill. I should be 
unwilling to cast my vote in favor of any bill 


which undertook to revise specifically the laws | 


of Kansas, on the ground that a particular law 
was inexpedient, or that we would not pass such 


more than a declaration of rights, which secures 


the people of Kansas against improper legisla- | 


tion, in the same manner as the State constitu- 
tions secure their people against improper legis- 
lation by their State Legislatures. 

On that ground I can support this bill; but 


under no circumstances can I| be brought into | 


an interference with the action of the judiciary as 
to the legality of particular laws. 
to them. 
modify, or control, or restrain, the constitutional 
power vested in the Executive in reference to the 
use of the Army or any other portion of the 
forces of the United States, when the exigency 
arises in which, under the laws, it is both his right 
and his duty to use it. But this bill falls within 
a principle to which I readily accord. ‘There are 


certain of the laws of. Kansas which are unques- | 


tionably, in themselves, shocking to the moral 
There are certain of the laws of Kansas 
that invade natural right. Lam perfectly willing, 


sense. 


by a declaration of rights, to abrogate those laws; | 
because on theirabrogation, inthe mode alone in | 


which we can abrogate them, or ought to abro- 


gate them, (which is by a declaration of what | 
species of laws shall not be passed,) the quesuon | 


will necessarily arise before the Executive, if he 
is to act, or before the judiciary; so that, if the 
laws are inconsistent with these principles, they 
must necessarily fall. On this ground, and for 


this reason, 1 can vote for the bill, though I could | 


not vote for a specific abrogation of the laws of 
Kansas. 

Mr. WILSON. I have an amendment as an 
additional section to this bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is a 
motion before the Senate to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Mr. BIGGS. Of course, if the Senator pro- 
poses to amend the bill, J waive my motion until 


the amendments are offered, so that they may be | 


printed, 

Mr. WILSON. I should like to have the 

, amendment printed with the bill, if the bill is to 

be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ment will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Ind be it further enacted, That the one hundred 
filty-first chapter of the alleged laws of the Territory of 
Kausas, entitled “ An act to punish offenses against slave 


The amend- 


nize and protect slavery as a legalized institution of said 
Territory, and all provisions which establish official oaths 


other than those specified in the organic act, or which re- | 
quire any test in regard to slavery or the fugitive slave law, | 


to be applied to attorneys, jurors, or voters, or which sus- 


pend the writ of habeas corpus, or which allow any other | 


than actual residents of said Territory to vote, or which 
allow juries to be selected in any other manner than by lot, 


orwhich punish citizens of said Territory by chaining them | 


together and exposing them to labor on the public works, 
with iron chains and balls attached to them, be, and the 
same are hereby, declared inoperative and void; and itis 
further declared, as the deliberate opinion of the Congress 
of the United States, that all persons under arrest or indict- 
ment in said Territory for treason or other alleged political 
offeuses, shouid be immediately released. 

And be it further enacted, That the Governor of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas shall order an election in said Territory on 
Monday in Noveriber 


1856, shall be entitled to vote, and shall be eligible to elec- 
| tion; and members of both branches of the Legisiature 


shall then be elected according to an enumeration and |} 
At said | 


apportionment to be ordered by said Governor. 
election, a Delegate to Congress shall also be chosen; and 


the people of the various counties shall also elect a sheriff, | 


treasurer, probate judge, three county commissioners, an 


| assessor, clerk, and recorder, and in the various townships 


or precincts not less than two nor more than foursjustices 
and constables, as the Governor may direct. False swear. 


ing at said election is hereby declared perjury, punishable | 
| by imprisonment not less than three nor more than twelve 


months, and by fine not Jess than $100 nor more than $500. 


And ten days after said election, all persons chosen to office | 


shall be eligible to enter upon the diseharge of their duties, 
to the exclusion of all persons now claiming such authority. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, in 1854 a law 





I have, therefore, no || 


| better satisfied to have organized those Territor,, 


That belongs | 
Under no circumstances can I agree to | 


| attention called to it. 
| learn that any portion of the American people, 


and 


| as atrocious and 


property,’ with such other provisions of that code as recog- || learn that any. portion of the American 


| come from where they may, can be justly sub- 
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for each of the Territories of Kansas and N, 
braska. The theory of that law was to commit 
to the people of those Territories the riely 7 
legislate for themselves, in such manner as thy, 7 
might deem best. I voted for the law. J dig /, 
under a sort of duress. Ishould have been pyy,), 


i 


. . : 3 
as other Territories have been organized, mor, 


majorum; but I voted for it because there wag jy) 


| concession made to the occupants of the Territory 
a law ourselves; but I view this bill as nothing || 


which the Constitution did not authorize, and 
because, from my experience of the legislation 
of Congress upon the subject of slavery, L thoug|,, 
it was much safer to trust the people who migh; 
go there with that subject, than to trust it wih) 
Congress. 

But two years have elapsed, and what do wo 
find? We find propositions now made to unio 
what was then done, to take froin the people the 
right to legislate for themselves, or to py 
what extent they shall legislate, and to 
tent they shall not. 


tribe to 
4 hat ex. 
Such | considered the char- 


| acter of the bill that was passed here by the Sey. 


ate at its late session; and although I did not yor. 
against the bill, | did not vote for it. I conceded 


| to that extent my own judgment to the opinions 
| of those ip whose opinions | had confidence, and 


with whom I was accustomed to act, reserving 
my judgment by refraining from voting at all, 
But the bill passed the Senate and went to the 
House of Representatives. What has been the 
result? They have allowed it to sleep; and, so 
far as I am informed, have given it no considera- 
tion whatever. But now, what has been done 
in that House? Upon every appropriation bill, 
as far as | recollect, they have sought to ingraft 
legislation in reference to the people of Kansas, 
taking from them what the law of 1854 had give, 
to them, not altogether, but prescribing to the 


| people upon what subjects they were forbidden 


to legislate, by annulling the laws on those sub- 
jects. They gradually took it from every bill, 
the Senate refusing to sanction it, until we were 


| brought to the Army bill, upon which the House 
| have made their stand, refusing to give supplies 


to the Army unless we legislate, making that bill 
the vehicle of legislation, for the purpose of re- 
voking or rescinding what they assume to be 
unjust or improper laws in Kansas. 

Now, Mr. President, I have not read those 
laws. Ido not know that I have read one of 
them. I have casually seen the volume on the 
desks here occasionally; but I have not had my 
I have, however, yet to 


whether they come from the North or the South, 
who are assembled under the sanctions and obli- 
gations of legislators, can make laws which can 
be justly denounced as we have heard them de- 
ieapetl and denounced from so many quarters, 
infamous laws. I have yet to 
eople, 


jected to that sort of censure in such a place as 
this; but yet we have heard them denounced on 
all hands, some of the laws as unjust, as atro- 
cious, as infamous, laws which require the para- 
mount authority of Congress to intervene—to do 
what? Protect our people against themselves! 
That is very much the character of the legislation 
that is proposed. 

Sir, | know there are many laws in the south- 
ern States, where the institution of slavery be- 
longs, that would shock the sensibilities of some 
people of the non-slaveholding States, and which 
they, withaspecies of fanaticism, would denounce 
as unjust, and atrocious, and infamous laws, be- 
cause they trench upon human rights and human 
liberty; but yet there is not one of the southern 

eople who is not perfectly satisfied that such 
Aa are not only just but expedient and wise, 
and tend to the best ends of the promotion-and 
furtherance of civilization. They pass harmless 
by such denunciations. I know further that 
there are many laws in the non-slaveholding 
States for the government of their people—* free 


people’’—that never could be ingrafted upon the 
| code of the people amongst whom I was raised, 


because we consider that they would convert 
man into a mere machine, make his understand- 
ing and will subservient to the legislation of the 
occasion, or of popular emotion, and breed up the 
worst race of men that were ever bred up under 


They could not do it for themselves, because they || was passed to organize a territorial government |! free instituuons, as we think. Gentlemen in those 
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ates think otherwise. It would be just as wise 


ee eee eee 
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‘hem: ** Why, you have got infamousand unjust 


~oulation and their character,’’ asit is for us to 
say sot 


| think—-if I am not mistaken under the 


n earth 
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o the people of Kansas, or any omens yrons 


midance of the venerable Senator who sits at my | 


sight (Mr. Cass]—it was insisted from time to 


time that any persian of the American people | 


who are assem 
community, should be treated as such, and should 
be allowed to legislate for themselves in their own 
Ww 


jt—never. b 

Mr. MASON. I did not mean to state any 
specific doctrine of the Senator; but my impres- 
sion (1 did not ascribe it with any feeling of any 


Mr. CASS. I never maintained anything like | 


jled and claim to be opens 


kind in the world) was, that this was a political 


theory of his; and I was about to say that fora 
time [ gave in to it to some extent. 
Mr. CASS. The Senator does not mean to 


| €Xtent, 


misrepresent me; I know his honor and intelli- | 


cence; but he wholly misunderstood me. If he 
had taken any pains to examine my speech on 
the subject, he would understand that I never 
maintained any such doctrine—that is, what was 
baptized here as ‘‘ squatter sovereignty.”” I do 
not believe in what is called squatter sovereignty 
to that extent. 
govern himself; but I do not believe in the right 
of any body of men in any part of this Union to 
start up and call themselves a community, and 
legislate for themselves. The most extreme point 
to which the doctrine was carried, in my opinion, 
vas in the case of California, to which I cheer- 
fully assented, I repeat now what I said then, 


I believe in the right of man to | 


in substance, that if a community under your | 


supervision and direction is without law and gov- 
ernment, and you will not give one to them, they 


have, by the laws of God and man, a right to | 


rm a political community for themselves and 
rovern themselves; but if you do your duty they 
ought to obey your laws. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I do not think 
I have misstated the Senator’s position, as he 
has restated it, in the slightest degree. I was 
about to add that, in the case of the law of 1854, 
to some extent, I gave in to it. In doing so, I 
sought to avoid a greater evil by submitting toa 
lesser one. But be that as it may, the law of 
1854 does concede to this people the right to frame 
their own legislation for the government of their 
own domestic affairs, including the institution of 


slavery, as well as every other subject that is | 


interesting or necessary in political communities, 


subject only to the Constitution and the laws of 


the United States. 


Now, I cannot but think that any legislation || 
which we may attempt here, for the control of || 


the people of Kansas, (however so not intended, ) 
will be legislation in bad faith, because it will be 
in derogation of the clear faith of the law of 1854. 


What right have we to denounce their legislation | 


as atrocious and infamous, or as unwise and in- 
expedient? If it is against the Constitution, our 
revisory power, which is wisely reserved, might 
be properly exercised; or if it is against any ex- 
isting law of the United States, it might be prop- 
erly exercised; but when it pertains to their do- 
mestic relations alone, and they have considered 
it wise and expedient to enact it in order to pre- 
serve the peace and avoid insurrection, to guard 
the public morals, or for any other reason, that 


| that extent, will be overturned; the wedve will | 


from Michigan, and justly so, the other day, that | 


\ | we are in acrisis in the public fortunes of this | 
: atrocious laws, Which will be ruinous to your || 
“ * 


country, and in the fortunes of the Government 
under which we live. We have been told from 
many 5 ae oe (and I agree )} that the movement 
which has been made to indulge this public sen- 
timent represented in the House of Represent- | 
atives, is a revolutionary movement in its char- 
acter; that, if it succeeds, it will be a precedent | 
by which the popular branch will engross all | 
political power, and the States represented here | 
will be put at defiance, and the Government, to | 


have been introduced into the block, and it will | 


| require but a few more blows to rive it,and change | 


our Government from what it was designed to be | 
under the Constitution. This is a revolutionary | 
movement. I am one of those who think it | 
should be met on the threshold, and not one step | 
taken retrograde on our part. It should not be 
allowed to go into precedent to the slightest 
As to its paralyzing the military arm of 
the Government, bad as that is, it is infinitely | 
better that one arm should be paralyzed for the | 
time, than that the seeds of decay and dissolution | 
should be thrown into the trunk. Sir, unless we 
can pass what has aptly been called here a | 
**clean’’ bill for the Army—a bill of an appro- | 
priative character exclusively—lI should infinitely 
prefer passing no bill whatever; and would appeal 
from what I believe this to be--a factious, acci- | 
dental, transient public opinion in the non-slave- 
holding States, as represented in the popular | 
branch, to the States themselves, as represented | 
here. I would make the appeal without any fear 
whatever. 

It is my purpose, Mr, President—and, there- | 
fore, I refrain from going far into the debate—to | 
move to lay the bill and amendment on the table; 
and I feel it incumbent on me, if no other gentle- 
man does, to make the same motion in regard to | 
every proposition of every kind that contains any | 
concession to those who are endeavoring to carry 
into effect the revolutionary views of that popu- 
lar sentiment to which | have alluded. When it | 
is done, and the Army bill is passed, if it is to 
pass at all, I shall listen with respect—great re- 
spect, and will go into deliberation with genile- 
men who desire to go into deliberation, on the 
propriety or impropriety of legislating on the | 
subject of affairs in Kansas; but not ull then. | 
How we are to legislate, or whether we are to 
legislate at all, is a matter for myself, at least, for | 
subsequent consideration. It has been asked by 
many gentlemen and asked very considerately 
and gravely—amongst others, | think, by my | 
honorable friend from Kentucky, [Mr. Crirren- 
DEN,| for whose judgment and opinions | have 
habitual respect—are we to do nothing for Kan- 
sas; are we to leave things as they are; are we to | 


| allow these people to shed each other’s blood, and | 


|| not interpose ? 


Kansas for the time being a political community. 
We have conceded to her people the right to pass 


|| their own laws, and to be governed by those laws. | 
| We have no right to say they are incapable of 


| general, that on the eve of an election, where we 


we should interpose our superior wisdom, and 1] 


say their laws are to be revoked or annulled, I 


cannot but think is somewhat in bad faith to this | 


eople 


If there had been in the bill of 1854 what was 


called squatter sovereignty, nothing could have 
reconciled me to it; for! should have looked upon 


itas a greater evil than any which, in my jude- 


ment,it was intended to avoid; but the legislation 
there is required to be in subordination not only 
to the Constitution, but to the laws of the para- 
mount authority of the United States. I shall 


object, therefore, to any legislation here in refer- | 


ence to the people of Kansas, unless, at least, it 
could be much more considered than it is possible 
for us to consider it in this fragment of a session 
into which we have been, I believe, necessarily 
urawn., 


But again, sir, what is the present posture of 


' mobs that arise. 


| every power of government over the people within 


| self-government, and to interpose in their behalf | 


| 
to shield them, one from the other. I know, as | 
I have no doubt other gentlemen know, that what- | 
ever may be the state of things in Kansas, the | 
accounts come to us in the most perverted, inflated, 
and exaggerated form. We hear every day, and | 
human nature advises us that it is true, in the | 


stand now, opposing parties are putting forth | 
everything to inflame and to unsettle the public | 
and on every subject; and I have abundant rea- | 
son to believe, that the game is played upon no | 
subject more frequently and urgently than itis in 
reference to Kansas affuirs. 

It is not competent for the General Government 
to interpose in the States to put down transient 
In the large cities we have them 
almost weekly. Whatis the State of California? 
There is an organized political community, a 
State, a sovereign State, possessing and exercising 





the State. What is their condition? It is said 


| that a body of four or five thousand men in the | 
| 


city of San Francisco have now in their hands a 
power before which the power of the State quails. | 
his may be some transient heavings of popular 


Mr. President, we have made | 


GLOBE. 


ae rr y se E - ' 
| affairs? We were told by the honorable Senator | 
for the people of the southern States to say to || 
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the law; transient, however—always transient 
before the intelligence, and the wisdom, and the 


ae —— ee = 


mind of the American people everywhere. But 
have we any right to interpose there? It is a 


delicate thing to interpose; known to be so by the 
Constitution, strictly and rigidly guarded, to pre- 
vent the Federal Government from interposing to 
allay these transient excitements that may exist 
in the States everywhere. Sir, I belie ve ip my 
conscience if we were to pass any laws here in 
reference to Kansas now, we should do infinitely 
more harm than good, be the statutes there what 
they may, by exciting and inflaming the minds 
of that people whom we now claim to be under 
pupilage, though by the law of 1854 we gave them 
full power to govern themselves. For one, sir, 
as I am at present advised, and strongly im- 
pressed, I think it would be inexpedient and 
unwise in the highest degree to enter into any 
legislation whatever for Kansas of any kind, 
until we have the Army appropriation bill passed. 
Then, if any gentleman thinks it desirable, or 
wise, or expedient, for one 1 will cheerfully go 
into deliberation with him to know if anything 
is to be done, and what it is. ; 

| move that the bill and amendment lie on the 
table, and I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WELLER. I hope the Senator will not 
ress that motion. Other Senators may desire to 
c heard. 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. WELLER, I have only a few words to 
say in reply to the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia. Lam very sorry that he regards this bill 
as calculated to encourage the revolutionary feel- 
ing that is now abroad in the country. lam 
certain that I am one of the last Senators on this 
floor who would contribute towards the excite- 
ment which unhappily divides and distracts por- 
tions of this country. I would to God that I 
could restore peace and quietude to it. The effect 
of this bill is simply again to do what the Senate 
did some four or five weeks ago. The Senate 
regarded those acts passed by the Legislative 
Council of Kansas Territory as not only unjust 
in their character, and oppressive uvon the peo- 
ple, but in derogation of the organic law, and in 
violation of the Constitution of the United States. 
Some of these acts are revolting to every feeling 
of humanity, and grew out of the intensity of 
excitement produced by the extraordinary efforts 
made by New England aid societies to control 
the political destinies of Kansas. Enraged to 
madness by their efforts, the pro-slavery Legis- 
lature enacted laws which all right-minded men, 
all true patriots, must condemn. 

Suir, these laws violate the Constitution—some 
of them its letter, and others its spirit. Is not 
freedom of speech guarantied by the Federal 
Constitution to all the people of America; and is 


| there not a law in the Territory of Kansas which 


| sir, | say it here. 


comes directly in conflict with that provision of 
the Constitution, and declares that the people 


| there shall not be allowed to discuss a particular 


question upon which, ere long, they must be 
called to decide? You have conceded, by the 
terms of the organic act, to the people of Kansas 
the exclusive right of determining for themselves 
what character shall be given to their domesuc 
instituuions, yet under that law organizing the 
Territory you have a legislative act prohibiting 
the discussion of the question upon which they 
alone can decide. I say, and I repeat, that ak 
a law is an infamous law. This may be in bad 
taste, according to the notions of my friend from 
Virginia, but [ choose to repeat, that it is the 
most atrocious act that ever found its way upon 
the statute-book of any free people, in any age 
of the world; and I choose to say so here. Yes, 
When I find laws that are in 
direct conflict with the Constitution of the United 
States—laws denying the freedom of speech —I 
do not propose Lg ait for the judgment of your 
judicial tribunals. The Senator from Virginia 
tells me that it is a judicial question, and when 
passed upon by the courts of the United States, 
he will acquiesce in the decision. 

Mr. MASON, Clearly. 

Mr. WELLER. When, according to the con- 
victions of my judgment, I find an act clearly un- 
aan I will wipe it from the statuce-book 
without waiting to hear the judgment of your 
judiciary. Wipe it out, sir; that is the word! 


li liberty, misguided, misdirected, aumed against!' Herein is the difference beyween the Senator from 
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Virginia and myself. I desire to do all I can-to 
abrogate those laws which contravene the Con- 
stitution that you’and I have sworn to support. 

Mr. President, although those people were in- 
vested with the power of legislation, it was pre- 
scribed in the very terms of the organic law that 
their legislation ah 


Constitution of the United States. I say it has 


not been in conformity with that Constitution. | 


Now let me ask the Senator whether I am doing 
anything towards increasing theexcitement which 
pervades @ portion of this country by proposing 
to abrogate laws that do not receive the judgment 
of asolitary Senator on this floor? Lask the Sena- 
tor from Virgina whether he justifies those acts— 


whether, if he were a member of the Legislative | 


Council of Kansas, he would have voted for them? 
Mr. MASON. I have not read the laws; but 
if there are laws there prohibiting conversations, 


or speeches, or discussions, public or private, on || 
topics which the Legislature thinks ought not to || 
be a subject of discussion or conversation, I say | 


leave it to them to decide for themselves; I pass 
no judgment on it. 


contravention of the Constitution, the judiciary 
will annul them. 
ernment. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, the Legisla- 
tive Council of Kansas was created by Congress. 
We invested them with the power which they 
are exercising under our law. If they have 
violated that organic law, or if they have viola- 


ted the Constitution, I think there is an obligation | 


resting on us to annul their enactments to that 
extent. This is my opinion. 
much higher estimate on the opinion of my 
friend, if he had taken the trouble to read the 
laws to which I refer. 


jut, sir, this bill is not now upon its passage. | 


I know not what may be its fate. I have intro- 


duced it from a solemn conviction of duty, with- || 


out consultation — without the advice of those 
with whom I am politically associated. I shall 
be content with the discharge of this duty, in 


doing all in my power to wipe out acts which | 
disgrace the age in which they have been passed. | 
I prefer, however, that this bill shall be defeated, | 
if at all, upon its merits—not by indirection. It || 


is not necessary to refer it to the Committee on 
Territories, because all these propositions have 
been before that committee; and the very bill 
which I introduced, received its sanction. and 


was ingrafted into the bill of the Senator from | 


Georgia, [Mr. ‘Toomss,] reported by them, and 
enacted, so far as the Senate 1s concerned, Into a 
law. There is, then, no necessity for sending it 


to that committee, unless the object be to prevent || 


action upon it. 


ten minutes of the time of the Senate; but I 
desire to say a few words, which will show my 


consistency throughout the whole of the discus- || 
sion, and all the indications in reference to the || 


government of Kansas. 

When I came to the Senate of the United | 
States, and was placed on the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, the laws of all the Territories were referred | 
to that committee. We inspected them with a | 
full understanding that the territorial government, 
whatever it might be, derived its powers from 
Congress, and from an act of Congress; and that, | 


being derivative in their nature, they were revo- || 


cable like any other power of attorney. If I can 
understand one thing from another, a different 


the opinion certainly obtained through the press, 


ernment, you invested it with an irrevocable 
ee of sovereignty—I will not say that, 

ecause my friend from Michigan never went so 
far as that, nor do I know that he went so far as | 
to say those laws might not @ subject to the | 
judgment of Congress. But, sir, when we put | 
into operation this territorial government, it was 


gress—no more than we had ourselves. I never 
conceded to the notion of squatter sovereignty, 
as it was called; but | say they had no power but 
what they derived from the act itself, and to that 
they must refer for all their powers. It was very 
full. We gave them an amplitude of jurisdiction 
by that bill, supposing that they, an Anglo-Saxon 


iould be in conformity with the || 


I am the better satisfied to |) 
leave it-to them, knowing that, if their acts be in | 


That is the theory of our Gov- || 


|| approve them. I would say no. Whether, how- 


I should place a || 


|| there would be an appeai. 


|| it distinctly on the broad ground that I conferred 
Mr. BUTLER. I shall not occupy more than | 


|| is irrevocable—that it confers on this people such 


| speaks of among the different Grecian States—no 


‘| which has been contended for in the form of 
opinion was suggested by some gentlemen; and |) 
‘| at once thatthey had it. 
that, when you once organized a territorial gov- || 


'| rial organization. 


|| experiment is gone. 
under a charter emanating trom Congress. It} 


had no powers which it did not derive from Con- || 


| three who voted 


race, familiar with the doctrines of the common 
| law, a people accustomed to the obligations of the 
Federal Constitution, were capable of self-gov- 
ernment. We were willing to confer on them an 
amplitude of jurisdiction scarcely known before 
| in the history of the legislation of this country. 
I conferred it. I conferred it, however, with a 
distinct understanding, that if at any time they 
| passed laws that were unconstitutional, or in vio- 
lation of the bill of rights, I never could, con- 
sistently with the opinions I then entertained and 
| expressed, give up all control to them, so far as 
regards these cardinal questions. But if, in rela- 
| tion to particular statutory laws, we are to amend, 
| control, and modify them at any session we 
please, we had better abrogate the whole Kansas 
| act, and leave it to Congress to legislate, from 
| time to time. If, because one act does not please 
| us, We sweep it out, and if, because another does 
please us, we adopt it, then, if they do not alto- 
gether have such laws as we like, we can abolish 
them all. This would be to say that we gave the 
|| power, and can resume it arbitrarily at pleasure. 
it is a palpable contradiction. 
The general bill of rights of my friend from 
|| California is no more,in my opinion, than would 
obtain in any community professing to be gov- 
| erned by the Constitution of the United States. 
| I have heard many of the Kansas laws hinted at; 


| I have read some of them; and I am asked, as a 


legislator, whether, on my responsibility, I would 


| ever, | would undertake to modify or to amend 
them, is another matter; that is a very different 
| province. If you put a government in operation, 
with the machinery of courts, and all the other 
| appliances peculiar to a free government, | will 
trust to that government until it does wrong. 
| They cannot do wrong if they are governed by 
the Constitution of the United States. It is im- 
| possible. If they have passed laws which are, 
as they are said to be, objectionable to a degree 
| offensive to morality, as well as violative of the 
| Constitution of the United States, | say those 
| laws will fall harmless; they will never touch, in 
my Opinion, any man, before any jury, whether 
it be a jury of slaveholders or non-slaveholders. 
If discussed before a jury on high considerations, 
the man tried under such laws as | have heard 
indicated would come off harmless, if the judge 
| did his duty. If he did not do his duty, certainly 


But we are afraid to trust the judicial tribunals 
of that Territory. After we have put into oper- 
ation a government, we are afraid to trust it; and 

| when we find it does not square exactly with our 
| notions, we amend it. That was not my idea 
when this law went into operation. I voted for 


all the power I had, and that I could confer none 
| which I did not have. Wesubjected this people 
to the Constitution only, and the judicial modes 
of ascertaining what the Constitution was. In 
that point of view, I could not consistently vote 
| to repeal this law or that law. I may be asked 
| whether I go so far.as to contend that this charter 


power thatit can never be revoked. Isay no such 
thing. As long as the Territory is in its ye ten 
state, it has no such condition as Mr. Grote 


such right as what is called autonomy, to give 
themselves existence. ue cannot have that 
until they become a Siate. ‘Then the autonomy 


It was contended 
When it was contended 
for, I met the argument that they became a self- 
existent community from the time of the territo- 
I never went so far as that. 
| During the territorial existence I have never sup- 
| posed they had that autonomous character which 
| 1s spoken of by the civilians. Now, if we un- 
| dertake to legislate on these subjects the whole 
I could vote for this general 
| bill of rights of my friend from California. Iam 
entirely willing to enact that as a rebuke, and in 
| some measure as an indication, to the Legislature. 
| Beyond that I could not go. 

ir. BROWN. When this section was moved 
/ as an amendment to the last Kansas bill, reported 
| from the- Committee on Territories, I was one of 
ainst it. I was opposed to it 
then; 1 am opposed to it now; and mean to vote 


squatter sovereignty applies. 


| 
| 
| 


_— it in any form in which it can be presented 
hen we passed the original Kansas act, we dp. 


_clared to all the world that the people of the Ter. 
| ritories had the right to make laws for themselyec 


subject only to the limitations of the Constitution’ 


| When we were asked what is meant by the lies. 
| itations of the Constitution, and who is to deter. 
| ine what are those limitations, we answered on 


| all sides that is a question to be determined | 
_ the courts. 
| it asserted that Congress was to be the judge ag 


ond 'y 
Never once by any living man we. 


as 


| to what the limitations of the Constitution were 
| Now, gentlemen come in and tell us that becayse 
5 


in their judgment, the laws of Kansas do joj 


| conform to the Constitution, we are called Upon 

' 
| and needs must obey the call, to overturn those 
| laws. 





Now, sir, I do not Fras to say that I would 
vote forsuch laws. I would not. I do not pre. 


tend to say that I approve of the laws as the 


| stand. 
| contend for, i8 simp 


| those laws. 





I do not a ptt of them. What | 

y that that is none of my 
The people of Kansas have passed 
If any portion of the citizens there 


business. 


| are dissatisfied with them, they have precisely 

| the same remedy which you and I, if we had 

eco to the Territory, would have had if laws 
’ 


ad been passed obnoxious to us. They have 


| their right to appeal to the Supreme Court; and if 
that right is not amply secured by the present 











| thrust themselves into the Territo 


legislation of the country, I am ready to secure it 





| in the amplest manner possible. I stand prepared 
| to guaranty any sort of appeal which the people 
| of Kansas, or any portion of them, may desire 


to prosecute. I would even go to the extent of 


| putting these appeal cases at the head of the 
| docket, and requiring the Supreme Court to hear 
| and determine them in advance of all other cases; 
| but I am not willing, and will not, on my respons- 


ibility as a legislator here, interpose with a decla- 


| ration that these laws are unconstitutional, and 
| that, therefore, I am not only called upon, but 


imperatively bound, to blot them from the statute- 
book. The Senator from California says these 


| laws are disgraceful to the age in which we live, 
| and that he is ready to wipe them from the statute- 
| book. fi 

| passed, of they had laws excluding slavery from 
| the Territory, I should have regarded such laws 
/as unconstitutional; but if I had come here and 
| asked Senators to help me to repeal such legisla- 
| tion, would they have done it? 


Sir, if the Wilmot proviso had been 


Would they not 
have told me, ‘* according to the original bill you 


| are remitted to the courts for your remedy; if any 


constitutional right of yours has been invaded, 
appeal to the courts; seek your remedy there, and 
if you obtain it, we acquiesce; if you fail, you 
must submit.’? That measure of justice which 
you would mete out to me or my people, mete out 
to others and their people. That measure of jus- 
tice which you would mete out to the South mete 
out to the North, and then there will be no just 


| ground of complaintanywhere. Lask you whether 


you are going to say to the southern States, “ if 
the legislation be against you, you must abide by 
it until you can have overturned it in court;”’ and 
to the people of the northern States, ** if the legis- 
lation be against your prejudices or your princi- 
ples, you have but to appeal to Congress, and 
Congress will set the matter all right for you?” 
Sir, I regard this as flagrantly unjust—as one of 
the most unjust propositions, ali things consid- 
ered, that has ever been brought before this body. 
It is not only yielding to a wild spirit which is 
threatening to overturn the institutions of the 
country, thereby encouraging that spirit to go on 
to still further aggression, but it is, in my judg- 
ment, a palpable, downright, outrageous disre- 
gard of the rights of one haif of the Union. 
There is but one point, in my judgment, upon 
which this proceeding can be justified; and that 


| is the point taken by the free-soil portion of this 
body. 


If they are right that this whole legisla- 
tion is the work of usurpation and tyranny—if 
they are right in the supposition that persons 
and arbi- 
trarily made laws under which they do not mean 
to live and under which they are not living,—then 
it is your duty to interpose and wipe all the laws 


| from the statute-book; not only those which are 


obnoxious, but those which would otherwise be 
acceptable, upon the broad ground that it was a 
usurpation and a tyranny. I hold that you have 
no right to discriminate. One Senator rises and 
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